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Educational Plan for

1. Refer to the Graduation Requirements in Section Il of this

guide

2. Scan the Table of Contents and the rest of this guide to
learn about your program choices.

3. Read carefully the courses and programs of interest.

4. List future courses in pencil and compare them to the

graduation requirements that apply to you.
5. Answer the questions on the next page.

6. Remember — This is a working copy! You can, and
probably will, make changes as you progress.

Grade 6 Year - Grade 7 Year - Grade 8 Year
English English English 1.
Math Math Math 2.
Science Science Science 3
Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies 4,
5.
6.
7.
Career Interests: Career Interests: Career Interests:
Educational Goals: Educational Goals: Educational Goals:
Summer Plans: Summer Plans: Summer Plans:
Grade 9 Year - Grade 10 Year Grade 11 Year - Grade 12 Year
English 9 English 10 1. English 11 1. English 12 1.
Math Math 2. Math 2. Math 2.
Earth Science or Biology Biology or Chemistry 3. Science 3. Science 3.

Wd. Geography
WAd. Lang or Elective
Health | / PE

Elective

Wd. History 4.

Wd. Lang or Elective 5.

Health Il/Driver Ed/PE Il 6.

Elective 7.

VA & US History 4.

VA & US Gov't 4.

WAd. Lang or Elective 5.

WAd. Lang or Elective 5.

Elective 6.

Elective 6.

Elective 7.

Elective 7.

Career Interests:

Career Interests:

Career Interests:

Career Interests:

Educational Goals:

Educational Goals:

Educational Goals:

Educational Goals:

Summer Plans:

Summer Plans:

Summer Plans:

Summer Plans:
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Colleges and employers look for more than a transcript of grades when considering an applicant. Although there are
many ways to present yourself, the template below will help you to create a more attractive profile for the organization
considering you as a student or employee.

OBJECTIVE: What do you want to do? What do you hope to achieve?

SKILLS: What can you do that makes you unique?

CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS: To what organizations do you belong, and what leadership roles do you hold?

WORK EXPERIENCE: What jobs or internships (paid or unpaid) have you had? What responsibilities did you have
at each?

COMMUNITY SERVICE: What have you done to help your community? i.e. working with the Red Cross, planning
neighborhood gatherings, delivering campaign literature, etc.

INTERESTS: In what sports have you participated? What are your hobbies?
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HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM PLANNING INFORMATION

Preparation for College

All colleges have different entrance requirements. Before you select high school courses, check the requirements of
several colleges that interest you. If you are undecided about a college, use the following guidelines in making your
high school course selections.

1. Take four years of math and science. Most 4-year colleges require at least Algebra Il for entrance.

2. Take at least three years of a world language. Many colleges do not list a world language requirement,
but indicate that three or four years are highly desirable.

3. Colleges prefer that students take the most challenging courses possible, pursue a full academic program
for four years, and demonstrate service to their community. Your course selections should be a reflection
of your career pathway.

4. Students should take the PSAT in the 10™ and/or 11" grade. If a four-year college is a part of your career
pathway, then you should take the SAT in the 11" and/or 12" grade.

5. Always seek the advice of your school counselor.

Preparation for Employment

There are numerous opportunities in the Newport News Public Schools for students to prepare for entry into a career.
In some cases, you may take a high school program that allows you to work in the afternoon and receive high school
credit for your job. These programs are called cooperative education programs. Use the following general guidelines
in choosing courses to prepare for employment.

1. Take Career and Technical Education (CTE) exploratory courses in the ninth and tenth grades to find out
which program is most interesting to you.

2. Choose a CTE pathway that interests you and ask your teacher or counselor the order in which you should
take the courses in order to gain the necessary skills to work in that occupational area. In most cases, you
will need to be enrolled in courses for at least two years to complete the program.

3. Plan your program to include the courses necessary to gain occupational skills and certifications. Also,
include other courses that may be related to your chosen career pathway.

Career Pathways

The courses that you take in high school can have an effect on the choices that you make towards career pathways.
This guide to high school courses has been prepared so that you will have a firm idea of what the courses offer, what
careers they may lead to, and the possible effects on your future plans. As you select your courses, we urge you and
your parents to explore all of your academic options.

In order to help you make the best possible choices as you plan the courses you will take, the school system has
launched the Career Pathways initiative. This program will guide you in selecting school courses, activities, and
learning experiences that allow you to see the relationship between your classes and future careers. Career Pathways
will assist you in setting goals and help prepare you for the future by building on your personal strengths, abilities, and
interests.
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Pathways are comprised of interrelated courses, as well as curricular, extra-curricular, and service learning
experiences.

website at http://sbo.nn.k12.va.us/careerpathways/.

For a complete list of all available career options, see your school counselor or explore the Career Pathways

How should | make career cholces?

You can start by exploring career choices through the Career Pathways initiative. Each career pathway
provides you with a plan and the skills to enter a career.

Planning your career choice will help increase your income power, develop your skill level, and improve your
opportunities for success as an adult.

Consider the challenges you will face: global competition, evolving technology, diverse demographics, and
changing values and attitudes. Think about your strengths and weaknesses and your likes and dislikes. Then,
make a choice.

HOW TO BECOME MORE AWARE OF CAREER CHOICES

e Talk with your family, teachers, and counselors about the subjects you enjoy most.
e Speak with your family, teachers, and counselors about applying your interests to a career you might enjoy.
e Discuss with your family about increasing your responsibilities for jobs around the house.

HOW TO EXPLORE AVAILABLE CAREER CHOICES

Schedule with your guidance counselor a career interests, abilities, and talents survey.

Think about how you can apply what you are learning in school to career choices.

Look at postsecondary education and training options with your family.

Visit college campuses and career fairs.

Develop an Individual Course Plan (ICP) with your guidance counselor to help you establish a career pathway.
Study the Career Pathways chart and save it for future use.

HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF CAREER DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Pay attention to what you are learning in class and how it might apply to your career choices.

Enroll in electives that allow you to experience the details of career choices.

Enroll in courses that offer college credit, dual enrollment, or Advanced Placement.

Apply for work-based learning opportunities such as job shadowing, internships, apprenticeships, and
cooperative education.

Visit colleae cambuses and continue visitina career fairs.

Dual Enrollment

In partnership with Thomas Nelson Community College (TNCC), high school juniors and seniors may be eligible to
receive college credit for courses taken in Newport News Public Schools. In order to dual enroll with Thomas
Nelson, students must (1) apply online at www.tncc.edu, (2) You must take the college placement test and satisfy

placement test requirements. A test waiver may be granted by submitting a copy of official SAT (min. area
scores/Critical Reading & Math:500) or ACT (min. area scores/English & Math:21) A test waiver will NOT be granted
for the following courses: MTH 163, 164, 173, 174, 180, 240, 277, 285; CHM 111, 112; PHY 241, 242. If you plan
to register for any of these courses, you must take the placement test; and (3) submit a Dual Enroliment College
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Registration Form by the registration deadline. The courses listed below are currently offered for dual enroliment at
NNPS, however not all courses are taught in all schools.

Students who complete dual enroliment courses receive credit toward high school graduation as well as college
credit on an official Thomas Nelson Community College transcript. These credits may be used to continue college
at TNCC, or transfer to other Institutions. For more information regarding dual enroliment opportunities, contact
your School Counselor for course and teacher availability.

Note: Courses must have a dual enrollment approved teacher to receive TNCC credit.

TNCC College
Course Credits NNPS High School Course Name NNPS Program Area & Course Number
Earned
ACADEMIC COURSES
ART 283 3 Computer Art Il AR 1200
ENG 111 3 AP Language & Composition English — EN3300
MTH 163, 164 6 Honors Mathematical Analysis Math- MA 4100
MTH 173 4 AP Calculus Math — MA4200, MA4300
MTH 240 3 AP Statistics Math — MA4500
CHM 111 3 AP Chemistry Science — SC3300
HIS 111, 112 6 AP World History Social Studies — SS2300
HIS 121, 122 6 AP US History Social Studies — SS3300
PLS 135 3 AP US Government Social Studies — SS4300
BUSINESS COURSES

ITE 215 3 Advanced Computer Information Systems | Business & Information Technology — BU1620
BUS 100 3 Business Management Business & Information Technology — BU1500
AST 101 3 Digital Input Technologies (DIT) Business & Information Technology — BU0109
AST 232 3 Computer Information Systems Business & Information Technology — C1609
AST 117 1 Computer Keyboarding (semester course) | Business & Information Technology — BU1300
ITE 170 3 Design, Multimedia & Web Technologies Business & Information Technology — BU1800

Business & Information Technology — BU1000
ITE 120 3 IT Fundamentals Trade & Industrial — BU1000

MARKETING COURSES
MKT 216 3 Advanced Marketing Marketing Education — MK0200
BUS 230 3 Marketing Management (Virtual Marketing Education — MK1100
Enterprise)
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION COURSES

ITN 154 4 Computer Network Hardware | Trade & Industrial — 3100
ITN 155 4 Computer Network Hardware || Trade & Industrial — BU3100
ITN 156 4 Computer Network Hardware l| Trade & Industrial — BU3200
ITN 157 4 Computer Network Hardware 1V Trade & Industrial — BU3200
ITE 221 3 Computer Systems Technology Il Trade & Industrial — AV0510
ETR 104 4 Electronics Systems | Technology Education — TE1110
CAD 151 3 Engineering Drawing Technology Education — TE0200
MEC 100 2 Introduction to Engineering Technology Education — TE3110
ITE 120 3 IT Fundamentals Trade & Industrial — BU1000

10
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Career and Technical Education

In Newport News, Career & Technical Education (CTE) serves students in grades 6-12 and provides learning
experiences in five program areas:

Business & Information Technology
Family & Consumer Science
Marketing

Technology Education

Trade & Industrial

These five program areas offer over 60 different courses in some of the top career areas that exist globally. CTE
students learn academic concepts in an applied instructional setting, which prepares them for success and enhanced
earning potential in their chosen career fields. This instruction allows students to receive post-secondary education
credits while completing their high school diploma requirements. Students participating in these dual enrollment and
industry certification programs gain fundamental knowledge that facilitates smooth transition into a college setting.

Industry Certification

All CTE courses prepare students for the possible Career and Technical Education Consortium of States (CTECS)
Workplace Readiness certification. This is a customized certification based on Virginia’s essential 21 Workplace
Readiness Skills embedded in all CTE high school course frameworks.

Business

The following computer courses prepare students for possible Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) and Internet and
Computing Core Certification (IC3):

Computer Information Systems

Digital Input Technologies

Advanced Computer Information Systems
Design, Multimedia, and Web Technologies
Information Technology Fundamentals.

The following course prepares students for possible W! SE Financial Literacy Certification: Economics & Personal
Finance.

Family & Consumer Science

The following courses prepare students for possible Broad Field Family and Sciences Certification sponsored by the
American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences (AAFCS)

e Nutrition & Wellness

e Parenting & Family Relations

e Introduction to Culinary Arts

Marketing Education

The following courses prepare students for possible National Retail Federation Certification:

e Advanced Marketing

e Marketing Management
e Hotel-Motel Marketing.
Technology Education

The following course prepares students for possible A+ Certification Electronics II.

1"
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Trade & Industrial (Aviation Academy)

The following courses prepare students for possible A+, N+, or CISCO Certification:

e Computer Network Hardware Operations
e Computer System Tech |, II, & III.

General Information on Course Selection

1. Every high school student makes a 4-year educational plan in the o grade that will lead to a career pathway. A
copy of this plan is kept in the school counseling office and a copy is sent home to the parents. You should review
and update your 4-year educational plan before making any course selections for the following year. Use the
Educational Plan form on page 7 in this booklet as a guide.

2. Review carefully the course descriptions included in this guide. Share the information with your parents. If they
have any questions regarding the courses or your course selections, they should contact your school counselor.

3. All students must carry a full schedule of classes.

4. Two Courses in the Same Subject Area (Policy IIE)

A student will not be permitted to take two (2) required English courses at the same time except as permitted in
this paragraph. If a student fails one semester of a required English course, the student will repeat that semester
while enrolled in the next required course. A student who fails both semesters of a required English course will be
required to repeat both semesters of the course before progressing to the next level. Students may take two
English classes during the fourth year of high school if successful completion of the resulting schedule satisfies the
requirements for graduation.

Initial enrollment for a required English class will be permitted only during the regular school term. A student will
not be permitted to register for a required English course for the first time in summer school.

Students may be permitted to take US History and Government at the same time; however, students should be
encouraged and advised to take Virginia and US History prior to taking Virginia and US Government.

5. The school division offers several Biology Il courses, many of which are semester courses with .5 additional credit.
A student may use only one Biology Il credit towards science requirements for graduation. If a student earns more
than 1.0 credit in Biology Il courses, he/she will receive elective credit for anything beyond 1.0 credit.

6. The deadline for enrolling in a new course is through the third week of the first nine weeks of any semester. Any
withdrawal during the second nine-week period requires an automatic “WP” if the student is passing and “WF” is
the student is failing the course. These designations are recorded on the permanent record and the WF is
included as an F in class ranking.

7. NCAA

A student athlete who wishes to play sports at the college level must plan carefully, starting in the ninth grade, to
ensure that he/she has met the high school requirements for eligibility to play sports in college. Student athletes
preparing to participate in Division | or Division Il College athletics should inform their school counselor and must
register with the NCAA Clearinghouse. Applications are available in the school counseling office.

Advanced Placement (AP)

The Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations Program is a service provided by College Board. High school students
may take college-level examinations each spring and, depending upon their scores, may be awarded college credit
and/or advanced placement at participating colleges and universities. All NNPS students who take AP courses must

12
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take the corresponding AP test in order to earn the full weighted credit for the course. Newport News Public Schools
will pay for AP tests to be given to all students enrolled in appropriate courses.

Advanced Placement Examinations are administered in May of each year. In June, the examinations are graded on a
five-point scale: 5 = extremely well qualified; 4 = well qualified; 3 = qualified; 2 = possibly qualified; and 1 = no
recommendation. In July, the scores are sent to the students, their designated colleges, and their home schools.
Colleges that participate in the Advanced Placement Examinations Program will then consider full or partial credit for
scores of three or better.

Students enrolled in an AP course must work at an AP level throughout the course and put forth their best effort on the
tests to be successful. The benefits of taking Advanced Placement courses include:

getting a head start on college-level work

improving writing skills and sharpening problem-solving techniques

developing the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous course work

studying subjects in greater depth and detail

the opportunity to earn credit or advanced standing at participating colleges and universities.

Visit the College Board website for more information:
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html.

High School Options

Students attending high school in Newport News have many options for study as they prepare for college and careers.
Programs at the high school level develop both a strong foundation of general knowledge and skills and specialized
competency in areas in which students have particular interests.

All Newport News high schools offer a comprehensive program to prepare students for work or further study at a
college, university, or technical program. Courses are offered in English, social studies, math, science, world
languages, fine arts, physical education, and many occupational specialties. All high schools offer advanced
placement (AP) instruction and accelerated classes as well as a wide choice of athletics and other activities. Career
and Technology courses at all high schools offer a program that links academic and occupational studies. All NNPS
high schools have met or exceeded the standards for full accreditation by the state of Virginia.

Newport News Public Schools offers the following types of high schools:
1. comprehensive schools — provide a complete and well-balanced educational program and serve children in

specific neighborhoods or attendance zones

2. specialty academies — serve special needs of particular groups of students and have specific entrance
requirements

3. magnet schools

o offer a specialized focus in the curriculum or distinctive type of environment or instruction
e serve children from across the city (every child is eligible to apply)
e are designed to maintain the racial balance of the student body.

Governor’s Academy for Innovation, Technology, & Engineering (GAITE)

GAITE prepares 11" and 12" grade students as Engineering Technologists with

careers in Electrical and Mechanical Engineering Technology. The GAITE Academy GA'TE
completer must possess a 2.5 GPA and have completed four years of science, math
beyond Algebra Il, two years of foreign language, and the divisional career pathway GOVERNOR'S ACADEMY

Jfor Innovation, Technology and Engineering

resulting in an industry credential and/or a minimum of nine transferable college credits.

13


http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html

2012-2013 « HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

GAITE completers will earn a Governor’s seal, priority application review from partner colleges, and employer
interviews for internships.

GAITE, located in each of the six Virginia Peninsula school divisions, is one of the first “Governor’s Academies for
Career and Technical Education” in Virginia. The Engineering Technology pathways are coordinated with the
Engineering Technology programs at Thomas Nelson Community College and or Rappahannock Community
College, the Apprentice School at Northrop Grumman, and Old Dominion University. The GAITE Academy involves
partners from education, business (NASA, Canon, and Northrop Grumman), postsecondary education, and non-profit
organizations.

GAITE students in NNPS attend Heritage High School and can select courses offered at Heritage or New Horizons
Regional Education Centers. Interested students must apply to the Governor’'s Academy for Innovation,
Technology, and Engineering (GAITE).

Contact the Heritage School Counseling Office (928-6100) for more information, or visit www.nhrec.org/gaite
to learn more about GAITE and the requirements, divisional course pathways, and enrichment opportunities
to a career in Engineering Technology.

The Governor’s School for Science & Technology (GSST)

The Governor’s School for Science and Technology (GSST) at New Horizons Regional Education Center is operated
by Gloucester, Hampton, Newport News, Poquoson, Williamsburg-James City County, and York County Schools. In
keeping with their 23 year history of providing a distinguished science curriculum to the region’s gifted high school
students, the Governor’s School provides a cohesive, innovative science and mathematics program that does the
following:

e  Embraces quality programming standards for gifted students recommended by the Virginia r‘
Department of Education and the National Association for Gifted Children |

e Provides a cohesive sequence of courses in science, research, and mathematics uﬁ

e  Provides opportunities for social peer interaction, as well as career and college THE GOVERNOR'S SCHOOL

e  Provides leadership education and opportunities throughout the program. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

The Governor’s School is a two-year, half-day program for 11" and 12" graders. Additional courses will be taken at the
home high school to complete an Advanced Diploma degree. Each strand provides a unique emphasis on both the
science subject matter and associated career fields. Students will be able to participate in one of the following three
strands:

e The Engineering Strand involves an intense, rigorous study of fundamental principles of engineering and calculus-based
physics.

e The Biological Science Strand provides insights into organic and inorganic chemistry in conjunction with cell and molecular
biology by employing advanced technologies utilized in medicine, forensic science, and research labs.

e The Scientific Programming Strand combines the study of structured and object-oriented programming with applications in
practical, non-calculus based, physics scenarios.

With small class sizes and advanced-degreed faculty, the learning environment at the Governor’s School is truly
unique. Each course has been specifically structured to incorporate best practices for gifted students. Each strand
requires completion of one year of high school biology, one year of high school chemistry, and Algebra II/Trig prior to
admission. For the engineering strand, students must have successfully completed Math Analysis (Pre-Calculus) prior
to admission. All stands encompass a math course during both the junior and senior year. Placement in the
appropriate math course will be determined upon admission at the end of 10" grade. In addition, each strand will
foster research through a Research Methods and Ethics course the junior year and an Honors Research and
Mentorship placement the senior year.

In total, students will spend approximately 3 hours daily at the Governor’s School, taking three courses each year
during the two-year program.
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Scientific Research Experience

During their two years at the Governor’'s School, students will experience hands-on science through classroom
experimentation and individualized project research.

e The junior year research experience involves

=  various aspects of research methodology,

= ethics and statistics,

= critical thinking skills,

= scientific writing and communication skills,

* aresearch project for submission to the Tidewater Science Fair.

e During the senior year, students participate in an Honors Research and Mentorship experience with a professional.
Final projects are presented to the local scientific and professional community as a culminating experience in May.
The opportunity to work with a professional in research is an invaluable experience toward career pursuits.

Applied Leadership

A variety of school activities, clubs, and competitions provide students with opportunities to cultivate their leadership
skills. Social interaction and community building are integral components of the program. The Student Advisory Board
provides another opportunity for students to lead their peers in the organization of the program and school travel
activities.

Admissions Procedures

Admission to the program is highly competitive. Test scores, teacher recommendations, and course grades will be
used to determine which students will be invited to participate in the Governor's School Pre-Admissions Series offered
in 9™ and 10" grade. Designated students will take prerequisite courses offered at their high schools and will
participate in informational sessions that will acquaint them with and prepare them for the two-year program. Final
acceptance into the Governor’s School in the spring of their tenth grade year will be dependent on math and science
GPAs, teacher recommendations, and PSAT scores.

See the available courses for The Governor’s School for Science & Technology program on page 84 of this guide.

For more information, visit the GSST web site at www.nhgs.tec.va.us/governorsschool/
or call 757-766-1100, ext. 3313.

The Pre-Admissions Series Program (PAS) for Students Entering 9™ and 10" grade

The Pre-Admissions Series Program is a program for high-achieving students who are seriously considering attending
the Governor’s School for Science and Technology. The PAS series is comprised of informational sessions, which
taken together, will provide guidance to prospective GSST parents and students on how students can prepare
themselves in ninth and tenth grade to gain acceptance and achieve success at both GSST and a competitive college.
This PAS program aims to educate those students and their parents about:

e The program model of the GSST.

The features of each of the three academic strands.

The course pre-requisites necessary for acceptance into each strand.

How students can develop their talents in the classroom and beyond.

How students can maximize their success in competitive college admissions.

How Do Students Apply?

Students can apply to the PAS in winter of their eighth or ninth grade year. Interested eighth or ninth grade students
considering the PAS should complete an application and return it to their school counselor. Admission is highly
competitive. Test scores, teacher recommendations, and course grades are used to determine which students will be
invited to participate in the PAS during their ninth or tenth grade years. Designated PAS students will take prerequisite
courses offered in their high schools and will participate in a variety of activities that will acquaint them with GSST. If
students and their parents decide that the GSST is a good match for their interests, they will submit a formal
application to the GSST in their tenth grade year.
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For more Pre-Admissions Series (PAS) information, visit the GSST web site
at www.nhgs.tec.va.us/governorsschool/ or call 757-766-1100, ext. 3313.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Program

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program at Warwick High School in grades eleven and twelve is an
internationally recognized course of study. The rigorous coursework is designed to provide students with a well-
rounded education and to facilitate geographic and cultural mobility.

While the International Baccalaureate (IB) program provides a two-year curriculum and students could apply during
their sophomore year, students generally apply for participation in Pre-Diploma classes in grades 9 and 10. The
course of studies for the first two years prepares students for this rigorous academic program.

Beginning in the junior year, IB students take weighted, college-level courses . _
leading to IB exams. Other requirements of the IB Diploma include a 4000-word The International

essay and participation in extra-curricular and community service activities. Baccalaureate Organization
aims to develop inquiring,

knowledgeable, and caring

Transportation to Warwick High School is provided by the school division for all IB young people who help to

students. create a better and more
peaceful world through

Students sit for international assessments and, where appropriate, Advanced intercultural understanding

Placement (AP) exams to assist them in earning advanced standing or college and respect.”

credit. Many colleges recognize the IB program and offer academic credit for those - IBO Mission Statement

who score well on the IB examinations.

The IB Program offers special features in addition to the traditional strengths of a liberal arts curriculum.

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

TOK is a required interdisciplinary course intended to stimulate critical reflection upon the knowledge and
experience gained inside and outside the classroom. TOK challenges students to question the bases of
knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to develop a personal mode of thought based on
analysis of evidence expressed in rational argument. The key element in the IBO's educational philosophy,
Theory of Knowledge seeks to develop a coherent approach to learning which transcends and unifies the
academic subjects and encourages appreciation of other cultural perspectives.

Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)

CAS is a fundamental part of the diploma curriculum. The CAS requirement takes seriously the importance of life
outside the world of scholarship, providing a refreshing counterbalance to the academic self-absorption some may
feel within a demanding school program. Participation in theatre productions, sports, and community service
activities encourages young people to share their energies and special talents while developing awareness,
concern, and the ability to work cooperatively with others. The goal of educating the whole person and fostering a
more compassionate citizenry comes alive in an immediate way when students reach beyond themselves and their
books.

Extended Essay

Diploma candidates are required to undertake original research and write an extended essay of some 4000 words.
This project offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest and acquaints students with the kind of
independent research and writing skills expected at a university. There are currently 57 subjects, including 36 in
the languages area, in which the essay may be written.

See the available courses in the International Baccalaureate (IB) program on page 88 of this guide.

For more information about the IB program, visit the program’s website at @
http://warwick.nn.k12.va.us/ib/.
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Early College Program in Newport News

Summary:

The Early College Program is a partnership between Newport News Public Schools and Thomas Nelson Community
College. The program is for qualified high school seniors who plan to attend a college or university after they graduate
from high school. Seniors in this program may earn up to 19 semester hours of college-credit prior to high school
graduation. The courses offered in this program are part of the Commonwealth College Course Collaborative (CCCC).
Public colleges and universities have agreed to transfer credit for credit these courses as part of the college’s general
education requirements.

Who is eligible?

- High School Seniors who plan to attend college or university after high school graduation.

- Students must successfully place into TNCC’s English Composition | and Il (English 111-112) through the TNCC
placement test and successfully complete both courses with a grade of C or better during the 1% semester of their
senior year.

- Students must have completed all high school graduation requirements excluding additional elective credits.

- Eleventh grade students interested in participating in Early College should explore this option with their school
counselor

Magnet Schools

In addition to the comprehensive curriculum, students can apply to magnet programs, which allow them to focus more
intensely on their career and academic interests. These programs include the fine arts and communications magnet at
Woodside, the engineering and technical magnet at Heritage, the traditional academic magnet at Heritage, and the
Aviation magnet at Denbigh. Students must apply to magnet programs. Transportation is provided to all programs.

For a complete guide to the magnet process and more information,
please see your school counselor or visit http://sbo.nn.k12.va.us/magnet/.

Aviation Academy — Denbigh High School

Distinctive Features

= "airport campus" where students take three to six classes; all other classes conducted at Denbigh High school

= small community of learning with a collegiate atmosphere

=  English, world geography, earth science, algebra or geometry, and aviation technology taught by Freshman Aviation Team
teachers at the airport campus

= physics taught as a requirement in 10th grade

= aviation technology classes offered in pre-engineering subjects: physics, electricity, materials, fluids, pneumatics, and aircraft
design

= an FAA Pilot Ground School course offering flying lessons for private pilot licensure

=  Advanced computer classes including computer systems, leading to A+ certification; CISCO networking, leading to CCNA
certification; and electronics | & |l offered in a state-of-the-art lab. All offer dual-enrolled with Thomas Nelson Community
College for college credit.

Website: http://avi.nn.k12.va.us/
Brochure: http://sbo.nn.k12.va.us/magnet/documents/magnet_aviation.pdf
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The Center for the Arts & Communication — Woodside High School

Students may specialize in:

music — theory, musicianship, performing, composing, arranging

dance — with emphasis on ballet and modern dance, choreography, and dance history and theory
drama — acting, directing, producing, stagecraft, scenery, lighting, costumes

creative writing — create original poetry, prose, essays, scriptwriting, historical fiction, and critical reviews
communications — journalism, production, engineering and technology, and public relations

visual arts studio — painting, printmaking, drawing, ceramics, sculpture, mixed media

visual arts technology — computer art, video as art, web design

visual arts photography — darkroom and digital.

Distinctive Features

arts instruction at a depth, level, and rigor not found in other Newport News high schools

opportunities to pursue an intensive study of the arts to enhance the student’s overall academic program

chance to work and study with arts professionals

interdisciplinary study linking the arts with other disciplines

creative writers experience one-on-one conferences, peer evaluations, group readings, visiting authors, and the Writing Center

Website: http://woodside.nn.k12.va.us/magnet.html
Brochure: http://www.nnschools.org/magnet/documents/magnet_woodside.pdf

Engineering & Technology Magnet — Heritage High School

Engineering and Technology Magnet: Students may select career strands in the following areas: Engineering and Electronics,
Architectural Engineer Design, Modeling & Simulation, and Geospatial Information Systems.

Distinctive Features

site of the newly created GAITE (Governor's Academy for Innovation, Technology, and Engineering) academy

students are enrolled in math, science and technology courses each year

students are encouraged to meet requirements for the Advanced Studies diploma

specialized labs and computer networks; high-level computer language courses are offered

students can acquire A+ certification and additional Microsoft certification tests

students take research design, computer applications, and computer-assisted design courses

strong career exploration program involving mentors, worksite visits, and internships

partnerships with businesses, colleges and universities, professional organizations, and other community groups
Involvement in student organization opportunities such as Skills USA, Future Business Leaders of America, Leadership
Academy and Second Life

= dual-enroliment opportunities with TNCC in Computer Systems, Information Technology Fundamentals, Intro to Engineering,
Electronics, and Engineering Drawing

Website: http://heritage.nn.k12.va.us/about.html
Brochure: http://sbo.nn.k12.va.us/magnet/documents/magnet_heritage.pdf (add Toinette Outland as Program

Administrator on brochure)

University Magnet — Heritage High School

Students may major in the following areas: arts & humanities, behavioral & social sciences, business/marketing, math & computer
science, natural sciences, visual arts.

Distinctive Features

= Students must acquire an Advanced Studies Diploma and have a 2.5 GPA to receive a magnet seal on their diploma.

= Students must complete at least 6 honors and/or Advanced Placement classes upon graduation with a minimum of one honors
and/or AP class completed each year.

= Students complete a science fair project each year & must participate in professional (business) etiquette to fulfill seminar
requirements.

= visual arts: painting, drawing, printmaking, clay, sculpture, photography
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= community service and internship requirements and students must participate in at least two clubs/activities per year
= partnerships with business, higher education, professional, and other groups

Website: http://heritage.nn.k12.va.us/about.html
@ Brochure: http:/sbo.nn.k12.va.us/magnet/documents/magnet_heritage univ.pdf

Summer Institute for the Arts

The Newport News Summer Institute for the Arts offers an intensive six-week program in dance, drama, music, visual
arts, and creative writing each summer. Students are selected by a panel of area artists and educators based on
written applications, auditions, review or portfolios, and interviews.

The Institute is normally held at Woodside High School with specialty workshops held throughout the city. Tuition is
charged and will be announced in the spring. Classes normally meet 8:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m., Monday through
Thursday, June through August (specific dates to be announced). The staff consists of practicing artists, university
staff, and local educators.

Students, from rising eighth graders to high school seniors, residing in Newport News are eligible for the program.
Students will receive one weighted credit (+.5 value) for completing an Institute course.

Students may pick up application forms and audition information from any fine or performing arts teacher or
from the school counseling office in the spring. Completed applications must be returned to the school counseling
office sometime in March, and auditions are usually in April. For more information, please call 591-4561 or 591-4911.

Institute Programs

Dance — Students will study ballet, jazz, and modern dance. Course work will include dance history, a survey
of dance forms, and a study of pivotal performers. Workshops will be offered in folk and ethnic dance,
character dance, improvisation, and personal grooming for dance activities.

Visual Arts — Students will be given concentrated instruction and experiences in drawing as the basis for
all other art skills. Art history and appreciation, including instruction and field trips to area galleries and
museums will be included. Workshop opportunities in painting, sculpture, computer graphics, and other
media will be offered.

Music — The program will include instruction and performance in vocal or instrumental music. Additional
studies will include music theory, the evolution of music, composition, and arranging. Workshops in
conducting, opera, musical theater, electronic music, recording techniques, career opportunities, and
related areas will be offered.

Drama — Students will receive advanced level instruction in voice, diction, stage movement, stagecraft
and design, character development, and acting. Workshops in stage combat, mime, improvisation,
Shakespeare, musical theater, Summer Theater, puppetry, auditioning, lighting, and set design,
directing, and careers in drama will be offered.

Program Objectives

To develop the unique talents of students

To provide a forum for the display of student’s works

To enhance student’s abilities to analyze, interpret, and evaluate the arts
To increase student’s awareness of career opportunities in the arts
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Virtual Learning Program

The Virtual Virginia Advanced Placement Online School is offered to Newport News Public (
School students using distance learning technologies. The full-year courses are designed in P
conjunction with the College Board and the Advanced Placement Program. The Virtual l
Advanced Placement School (VAPS) provides the flexibility of scheduling an Advanced

Placement course anytime during the school day and online students may be enrolled in a class E’
with students from other high schools or other school divisions. (@ 2

= .

Each Newport News high school will determine what courses are available for a student to take.

Besides being academically prepared for the rigor of an AP course, students taking an online AP course need to have
the following traits for success:

e Self-motivated to keep up with course work with minimal supervision

Able to communicate through writing

Able to stay on task

Able to meet deadlines

Willing to ask for assistance when needed

Comfortable with computer usage including keyboarding skills, knowledge of email, and using a web browser
Able to think ideas through before responding

e Believe that high quality learning can take place without going to a traditional class.

All online AP courses use the Desire2Learn (D2L) web portal software. Within Desire2Learn, course materials may
include video segments, audio clips, whiteboard, online discussions, and online reflective journals. Many courses also
include traditional textbooks as a part of the learning materials.

The school provides computer access during school hours and after school. Although a home computer and Internet
access are not a requirement, it is strongly encouraged. All courses are available 24 hours a day.

Students attending Newport News Public Schools may enroll and take the online AP Courses.

Online Advanced Placement Courses
Full Year / 1 credit
AP Art History AP Environmental Science i
AP Biology AP French Language
AP Calculus AB AP Human Geography
AP Calculus BC AP Physics B
AP Chemistry AP Psychology
AP Government & Politics: Comparative AP Spanish Language
AP Government & Politics: U.S. AP Statistics
AP English Literature and Composition AP U.S. History
AP English Language and Composition AP World History
For more information, see your school counselor
or visit the Virtual Virginia website at http://www.virtualvirginia.org/.

20


http://www.virtualvirginia.org/

2012-2013 « HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

GED Options for High School Students

While Newport News Public Schools (NNPS) would like to see all students graduate with a standard diploma, we
realize that some face challenges that make it difficult to meet that goal. As students become older and encounter
circumstances that put them behind in their studies, they may begin to see graduation as an unreachable goal. Some
think about dropping out, however, NNPS would like these students to consider other options for gaining a high school
credential.

If a standard diploma is no longer a realistic goal for you, please consider the GED (General Educational
Development) test. The test is recognized by over 90% of employers and accepted by a majority of colleges and
universities. It is considered the equivalent of a high school diploma in many states. GED instruction is available to
Newport News Public Schools students through an Individual Student Alternative Education Program (ISAEP).

Students who are at least 16 years of age and significantly behind in their progress toward graduation should consider
the GED program.

For answers to your questions about the program, contact the Director of Alternative and Dropout Recovery Services
at 591-4612.

See your school counselor for additional information and application forms,

or visit the GED website at http://sbo.nn.k12.va.us/adult-ed/ged.html.
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Graduation Requirements

To graduate from high school, a student will meet the minimum requirements set forth by
the Virginia Department of Education.

REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD DIPLOMA

1. To receive a Standard Diploma, students will earn standard units of credit described in the table below, and of the
standard units of credit earned, students will earn the following number of verified units of credit: English-two;
math-one; science-one; history/social science-one; and one additional verified unit of credit of the student's own
choosing.

Students who complete the requirements for a standard diploma with a cumulative grade point average of 3.60 or
better at the end of their senior year will receive a Board of Education Seal on the diploma.

Credits Required for Graduation with a Standard Diploma

Units of Credit

Discipline Area Units of Credit Beginning with ot Numb(igobfetr:/ees;ﬁilzsquwed
Graders 2011-2012

English 4 4 2

Mathematics’ 3 3 1

Laboratory Science®® 3 3 1

History and Social Sciences® 3 3 1

Health and Physical Education 2 2

Foreign Language, Fine Arts or
7Career and Technical Education 1 2

Economics and Personal

Finance

Electives® 6 4

Student Selected Test® 1
Total 22 22 6

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two different course selections from among: Algebra I,
Geometry, Algebra, Functions, and Data Analysis, Algebra Il, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II.
The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

2Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least two different science
disciplines: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics, or completion of the sequence of science courses required for
the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

3Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and
one course in either world history or geography or both. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.
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“For the 2011-2012 academic year and beyond: Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential
electives as required by the Standards of Quality.

°A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical
education, economics or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.

®For the 2011-2012 academic year and beyond: Students who complete a career and technical education program
sequence and pass an examination or occupational competency assessment in a career and technical education field that
confers certification or an occupational competency credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional
association, or acquires a professional license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia
may substitute the certification, competency credential, or license for (i) the student-selected verified credit and (ii) either a
science or history and social science verified credit when the certification, license, or credential confers more than one
verified credit. The examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved by the Board of Education as
an additional test to verify student achievement.

"For the 2011-2012 academic year and beyond: Pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia, credits earned for this
requirement shall include one credit in fine or performing arts or career and technical education

2. Sequential Electives

Beginning with the graduating class of 2003, at least two sequential electives are required for the Standard
Diploma. Sequential electives may be in any discipline as long as the courses are not specifically required for
graduation.

e Courses used to satisfy the one unit of credit in a fine arts or career and technical education course may be
used to partially satisfy this requirement.

e An exploratory course followed by an introductory course may not be used to satisfy the requirement.
An introductory course followed by another level of the same course of study may be used.
Sequential electives do not have to be taken in consecutive years.

3. Locally Awarded Verified Credits for the Standard Diploma

Students may be awarded locally verified credits in science and social studies to fulfill the requirements for verified
credits for the standard diploma. To be eligible for locally awarded verified credit, a student must:

e Pass the high school course but not pass the related Standards of Learning test or approved substitute;

e score within a 375-399 scale score range on any administration of the Standards of Learning test after taking
the test at least twice;

e have earned fewer than four of the verified credits required for the standard diploma; and

e demonstrate achievement in the academic content through the appeal process that follows.

In the appeal process for the student, a review panel will be established at the school consisting of an
administrator, the School Counseling Director, and the Lead Teacher for the appropriate content area. The panel
will review the student’s record for the course in question and grant the verified credit if met the criteria listed
above. No more than three verified credits may be awarded through this process. Students may not use locally
awarded verified credits for the Advanced Studies Diploma.
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=

REQUIREMENTS FOR A STANDARD TECHNICAL DIPLOMA

)
A\
1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2010-2011 and beyond, students shall earn the
required standard and verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard Technical Diploma.

L . . Number of these
Discipline Area Units of Credit Required to be Verified
English 4 2
Mathematics' 3 1
Laboratory Science”” 3 1
History and Social Sciences”” 3 1
Health and Physical Education 2
Fine Arts or Foreign Language 1
Economics and Personal Finance 1
Career and Technical Education” 4
Electives 1
Student Selected® 1
Total 22 6

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three different course selections from among: Algebra I,
Geometry, Algebra Functions and Data Analysis, or Algebra Il or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra II.
The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

2Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least three different science disciplines
from among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics, or completion of the sequence of science courses required for the
International Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

3Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and one
course in either world history or geography or both. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement must include a career concentration as approved by the board. If a career
concentration includes a specific assessment approved by the board and the student is eligible to take the assessment, then
the student must take this assessment.

°Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and pass an examination or occupational
competency assessment in a career and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency
credential from a recognized industry or trade or professional association or acquires a professional license in a career and
technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification competency credential or license
for (i) the student selected verified credit and (ii) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the
certification license or credential confers more than one verified credit. The examination or occupational competency
assessment must be approved by the board as an additional test to verify student achievement.

®A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical
education, economics or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ADVANCED STUDIES DIPLOMA

1. Toreceive an Advanced Studies Diploma, students will earn the standard credits outlined in the table on the next
page, and of the total credits earned, students shall earn the following number of verified units of credits: English-
two; Mathematics-two; Science-two; History/Social Science-two; and one additional verified unit of credit of the
student's own choosing.

2. Students who complete the requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of 3.00 or
better at the end of their senior year and successfully complete college-level coursework that will earn the student
at least nine transferable credits in Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), or dual enroliment
courses will receive the Governor's Seal on the diploma.

Credits Required for Graduation for an Advanced Diploma

il @7 (Cees Number of these
Discipline Area Units of Credit Beginning with ot ; it
Graders 2011-2012 Required to be Verified

English 4 4 2
Mathematics’ 4 4 2
Laboratory Science? 4 4 2
History and Social Sciences® 4 4 2
Foreign Language’ 3 3
Health and Physical Education 2 2
Fine Arts or Career and Technical

: 1 1
Education
Economics and Personal Finance 1
Electives 2 3
Student Selected Test’ 1
Total 24 26 9

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three different course selections from among: Algebra |,
Geometry, Algebra I, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this
requirement.

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least three different science disciplines from
among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion of the sequence of science courses required for the
International Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and two
courses in either world history or geography or both. The board shall approve additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

“For the 2010-2011 academic year only: Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of one language or
two years of two languages.

°A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career or technical education,
economics or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.

26


http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+reg+8VAC20-131-110

2012-2013 « HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

~
— LY C
—) PLoyy

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ADVANCED STUDIES TECHNICAL DIPLOMA

Any student who meets the requirements for both the Advanced Studies and the Advanced Technical diploma may
choose between these two diplomas.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2010-2011 and beyond, students shall earn the required standard and
verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with an Advanced Technical Diploma.

L . . Number of these
Discipline Area Units of Credit Required to be Verified
English 4 2
Mathematics' 4 2
Laboratory Science” 4 2
History and Social Sciences’ 4 2
Foreign Language® 3
Health and Physical Education 2
Economics and Personal Finance 1
Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education 1
Career and Technical Education® 3
Student Selected Test’ 1
Total 26 9

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three different course selections from
among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra Il, or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The board
shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections from at least three different
science disciplines from among: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion of the sequence of
science courses required for the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve courses to satisfy
this requirement.

*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia
Government, and two courses in either world history or geography or both. The board shall approve courses to
satisfy this requirement.

*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of one language or two years of two
languages.

®Courses completed to satisfy this requirement must include a career concentration as approved by the board. If
a career concentration includes a specific assessment approved by the board, and the student is eligible to take
the assessment, then the student must take this assessment.

®A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career or
technical education, economics, or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR DIPLOMA SEALS FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

1. Requirements for a Board of Education’s Seal

Students who complete the requirements for a Standard Diploma or advanced Studies Diploma with an average
grade of “A” shall receive a Board of Education Seal on the diploma.

2. Requirements for Board of Education’s Career & Technology Education Seal

The Board of Education’s Career and Technical Education Seal will be awarded to students who earn a Standard
or Advanced Studies Diploma and complete a prescribed sequence of courses in a career and technical education
concentration or specialization that they choose and maintain a “B” or better average in those courses

a. or pass an examination or an occupational competency assessment in a career and technical education
concentration or specialization that confers certification or occupational competency credential from a
recognized industry, trade or professional association

b. or acquire a professional license in that career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of
Virginia. The Board of education shall approve all professional licenses and examinations used to satisfy
these requirements.

3. Requirements for Board of Education’s Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology

The Board of Education’s Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology will be awarded to students who earn
either a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma

a. and satisfy all of the mathematics requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma (four units of credit
including Algebra Il, two verified units of credit) with a “B” average or better

b. and do one of the following
e pass an examination in a career and technical education field that confers certification from a recognized
industry, or trade or professional association
e acquire a professional license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia
e pass an examination approved by the Board that confers college-level credit in a technology or computer
science area. The board of education shall approve all professional licenses and examinations used to
satisfy these requirements.

4. Requirements for a Board of Education’s Seal for Excellence in Civics Education

The Board of Education’s Seal for Excellence in Civics Education will be awarded to students who earn either a
Standard or Advanced Studies diploma and

a. complete Virginia and United States History and Virginia and United States Government courses with a grade
of “B” or higher

b. have good attendance and no disciplinary infractions as determined by local school board policies

c. complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in community service or extracurricular activities. Activities that

would satisfy this requirement include:

e volunteering for a charitable or religious organization that provides services to the poor, sick or less
fortunate;
participating in Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, or similar youth organizations;
participating in JROTC;

e participating in political campaigns or government internships, or Boys State, Girls State, or Model General
Assembly; or

e participating in school-sponsored extracurricular activities that have a civics focus. Any student who
enlists in the United States military prior to graduation will be deemed to have met this community service
requirement.
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GOVERNOR'’S EARLY COLLEGE SCHOLARS PROGRAM

The Early College Scholars program allows eligible high school students to earn at least 15 hours of transferable
college credit while completing the requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma. The result is a more productive
senior year and a substantial reduction in college tuition. Students earning a college degree in seven semesters
instead of eight can save an average of $5,000 in expenses.

To qualify for the Early College Scholars program, a student must:

e have a"B" average or better;

e be pursuing an Advanced Studies Diploma; and

o take and complete college-level course work (i.e., Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate,
Cambridge, or dual enroliment) that will earn at least 15 transferable college credits.

Early College Scholars are supported by Virtual Virginia and the Commonwealth College Course Collaborative. Virtual
Virginia provides statewide access to college-level courses while the Commonwealth College Course Collaborative
defines the subjects high school students can complete and receive college degree credit from participating public and
private colleges and universities.

See your school counselor for more information or visit the following website:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/early _college scholars/index.shtml.

The Governor's Early College Scholars Agreement form is located on page 95 of this guide.

NEWPORT NEWS SCHOLARS PROGRAM

1. The NNPS Scholars Program is designed to provide an academically challenging and intellectually stimulating
advanced course of study; to recognize students’ academic achievements beyond the advanced requirements for
graduation; and to further enhance the NNPS Advanced Placement course offerings. The Superintendent’s Seal
of Distinction will be awarded on the diplomas of students who successfully complete the Scholars Program.

2. Requirements for the Scholars Program include:

a. All requirements for the NNPS Advanced Studies Diploma.

As part of the graduation requirements, at least five Advanced Placement courses (at least one for each core
content area—English, social studies, science, and mathematics—as well as a dual enrollment (college
course) or an additional Advanced Placement course must be included in the student’s program of study to
qualify for a Scholars Seal. The Advanced Placement examination must be taken for all Advanced Placement
credits applied toward the Scholars Program.

A four-course sequence in at least one world language.
d. Projects. The student must individually complete both of the following requirements:
1) Individual Scholars Project—research paper/project, or multi-media project.

e  The Scholars Project must be pre-approved by the Division Scholars Committee. This committee will meet three
times during each academic year, and the proposal should be submitted one week prior to an announced meeting
date for consideration at that meeting.

e The project will be selected by the student in an area of his/her interest.

e The project must go beyond requirements for any course taken while in high school. International Baccalaureate
senior papers and other senior projects may be expanded to meet the Scholars Project requirements.

e The project must have a tangible product such as an advanced research paper/thesis, a complex multi-media
project, or a specialized portfolio.

e  The project must culminate in a formal Scholars Presentation before an audience. The Scholars Project and
presentation will be assessed by a panel of professionals. The presentation must be given no later than the end
of the third quarter of the senior year.
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e The Scholars Project Presentation should be a minimum of 15 minutes and a maximum of 30 minutes. A
question and answer period should follow the presentation.

One Hundred hours of elective community service which should be completed by the end of the eleventh
grade. “Community Service” for this project is defined as, “Voluntary unpaid work for the good of others.”

The following guidelines describe hours that may be used for this community requirement.

e  Community service for this project must directly benefit the citizens of Newport News.

e The 100 hours must be served on one focused service project in the area of the student’s choice. The project
should demonstrate a commitment, which is served over at least six sessions.

e A plan for the community service project must be presented to and be pre-approved by the Division Scholars
Committee. The project proposal may be presented for approval as early as the freshman year, but no later than
May 15 of the junior year.

e  Community service hours credited toward the Scholars Program must be beyond hours required by any course,
extra-curricular activity, or other school or community program requirement.

e No monetary compensation may be received by the student for these hours.

e Alog of hours verified by the supervising adult from the appropriate community organization must be turned in to
the Scholars Program Coordinator (suggested completion by the end of the student’s eleventh grade year).

e The student will meet with the Scholars Committee to reflect on the community service experience at one of the
three annual Scholars Committee meetings.

e Adjustments to the required timeline will be considered on a case-by-case basis for students who transfer into
NNPS during the 11" or 12" grade year.

3) The Scholars Project and elective community service may be coordinated as two components of a single
project.

See your school counselor for more information.

The Newport News Program Application is located on page 96 of this guide.

REQUIREMENTS FOR OTHER DIPLOMAS

1. Requirements for the Modified Standard Diploma

a.

Every student will be expected to pursue a Standard Diploma or Advanced Studies Diploma. The Modified
Standard Diploma program is intended for certain students at the secondary level who have a disability and
are unlikely to meet the credit requirements for a Standard Diploma. Eligibility and participation in the Modified
Standard Diploma program shall be determined by the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team
including the student, where appropriate, at any point after the student’s eighth grade year.

The school must secure the informed written consent of the parent/guardian and the student to choose this
diploma program after review of the student’s academic history and full disclosure of the student’s options.

The student who has chosen to pursue a Modified Standard Diploma shall also be allowed to pursue the
Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma at any time throughout that student’s high school career, and the
student must not be excluded from courses and tests required to earn a Standard or Advanced Studies
Diploma.

Students pursuing the Modified Standard Diploma will pass the 8" grade English (Reading, Literature, and
Research) and mathematics Standards of Learning tests to meet the literacy and numeracy requirements.
Students may substitute a higher-level Standard’s of Learning test (i.e., end of course English [Reading],
Algebra |, Algebra, or Geometry) for the 8" grade SOL tests in English (Reading, Literature, and Research)
and mathematics or other substitute tests approved by the Virginia Board of Education.
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Discipline Standard Credits

English 4
Mathematics 3
Science’ 2
History and Social Science3 2
Health and Physical Education 2
Fine Arts or Career & Technical Education 1
Electives 6

Total 20

'Courses completed to satisfy the Mathematics requirement will include content from among applications of algebra,
geometry, personal finance, and statistics in courses that have been approved by the Virginia Department of Education
(VDOE).

Courses completed to satisfy the Science requirement will include content from at least two of the following: applications
of earth science, biology, chemistry, or physics in courses approved by the VDOE.

Courses completed to satisfy the History and Social Sciences requirement will include one unit of credit in U.S. and
Virginia History and one unit of credit in U.S. and Virginia Government in courses approved by the VDOE.

“Courses to satisfy the Electives requirement will include at least two sequential electives in the same manner for the
Standard Diploma.

2. Requirements for the Special Diploma

Students identified as disabled who meet the requirements of their individualized education programs, but do not meet
the requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma, Standard Diploma, or Modified Standard Diploma, will be
awarded a Special Diploma.

3. Requirements for the General Achievement Diploma

a.

The General Achievement Diploma is an option for high school dropouts and individuals who exit high school without a
diploma. Individuals who are at least 18 years of age and not enrolled in public schools or not otherwise meeting the
compulsory school attendance requirements set forth in the code of Virginia shall be eligible to earn the General
Achievement Diploma. Diploma candidates will participate in GED preparation.

The required number of standard units of credit may be earned by enrolling in a public school if the individual meets the
age requirements, a community college or other institution of higher education, an adult high school program, or
correspondence, distance learning, and online courses.

Credit and assessment requirements for the General Achievement Diploma are as follows:

Discipline Area Standard Units of Credit Required Assessment Required
English 4
Mathematicsl 3
Science2 2
History and Social Sciences3 2
Electives4 9
Total 20 passing score on GED examination
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1
Courses completed to satisfy the Mathematics requirement will include content in mathematics courses that incorporate or
exceed the content of courses required for the Standard Diploma.

2
Courses completed to satisfy the Science requirement will include content in science courses that incorporate or exceed
the content of courses required for the Standard Diploma.

3

Courses completed to satisfy the History and Social Sciences requirement will include one unit in U. S. and Virginia
History and one unit of credit in U. S. and Virginia Government in courses that incorporate or exceed the content of the
school system courses in these subject areas.

4
Courses shall include at least two semesters of sequential electives in an area of specialization or concentration, which
may include career and technical education and training.

4. Requirements for an Adult High School Diploma

An adult high school diploma is awarded to those individuals who were not required to earn verified credits at the time they entered
the ninth grade but who meet the graduation credit requirements that were in place at the time they entered the ninth grade. An
adult high school diploma also will be issued to individuals who complete the National External Diploma Program (EDP) through this
school division. Previously, EDP candidates earned a standard high school diploma. Although adults are eligible to earn a
Standard or Advanced Studies high school diploma, they must meet all credit requirements defined by the current Regulations
Establishing the Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (8 VAC 20-131) at the time that they will graduate.

Adults enrolled in a program leading to a standard diploma prior to August 15, 2005, will be granted the option of completing the
requirements of the program they were enrolled in prior to that date.

State regulations allow school divisions to issue an adult high school diploma to adults who complete the course requirements for a
diploma, including the EDP, but who do not complete the requirements for a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma.

5. Certificate of Program Completion

Students in each of the categories noted below will be given a Certificate of Program Completion and will not be permitted to
participate in the school commencement exercises:

e  Students who successfully complete all academic coursework required for either the Advanced Studies or Standard Diplomas,
but who have not yet obtained the necessary verified credits required by the state for the awarding of a diploma.

e  Students with disabilities who successfully complete all academic coursework required for the Modified Standard Diploma, but
who have not earned passing scores on the eighth grade reading and mathematics SOL tests.

Students who are awarded a Certificate of Program Completion may continue to take the Standards of Learning tests needed to
upgrade their certificate to a diploma.

COURSE CREDIT

1. Alternative Methods of Granting Credit

The standard unit of credit for graduation is based on a minimum of 140 clock hours of instruction. Certain
nontraditional learning environments such as alternative learning centers or residential treatment centers offer credits
based on other criteria. Students entering the Newport News Public Schools from such nontraditional institutions may
receive credit towards graduation upon review of their transcript by the Assistant Superintendent for Instructional
Services to ensure that the content of the course for which credit is awarded is comparable to 140 clock hours of
instruction and upon validation of competency. The Director of Curriculum and Instruction will implement procedures
permitting school principals to grant credit when it is evident that the course content from the former institution is
comparable to 140 clock hours of instruction, and competency is validated.

2. Counting College Credits toward High School Graduation

Beginning in the middle school years, students will be counseled as to opportunities for beginning postsecondary
education prior to high school graduation. Students taking advantage of such opportunities will not be denied
participation in school activities for which they are otherwise eligible. Whenever possible, students will be encouraged
and afforded opportunities to take college courses simultaneously for high school graduation and college degree
credit, under the following conditions:

a. prior written approval of the high school Principal has been obtained;

b. all requirements for high school graduation are completed at the end of the first year of college;
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c. the course(s) for which high school credit is to be issued corresponds to that needed for high school
graduation (i.e., one year of college English for one credit of English);

d. the college course(s) for which high school credit is to be granted is part of the student's program leading to
college graduation, as evidenced by an official transcript.

3. Course Credit Policy for Cooperative Education

The cooperative education programs are designed for students who wish to combine classroom instruction with
supervised on-the-job training in occupations of their choice. Students in a cooperative education program have
consecutive periods in their daily school schedule for on-the-job training activities and scheduled time to allow the
student to be employed. Cooperative education students may receive credit for both classroom instruction and work
experience.

4. Credit for Courses Taught By Special Education Teachers

Special education students who are able to learn material designed for their age/grade level, but whose handicap
necessitates specially designed instruction which cannot be provided in a regular class taught by a subject matter
teacher, may earn unit credit toward graduation for subjects taught by highly qualified special education teachers. This
policy applies only if the following criteria are met:
a. the course is comparable in scope and sequence to its general education counterpart, providing a minimum of
140 clock hours of instruction.
b. there is a course outline that includes the objectives of the course, the skills the student is expected to gain,
and the text/materials to be used;
c. there are stated procedures for evaluation of the progress of the student toward the course objectives which
assure that the student has attained the expected skills and knowledge; and
d. the special education teacher plans cooperatively with the general education teacher of the subject.

The policy will be implemented using established school division procedures.

5. Credit for New Horizons Regional Educational Centers: Governor’'s School for Science and Technology
(GSST)

When a student is enrolled for one-half day in the regular high school program and the other half at the New Horizons
Regional Educational Centers: Governor’s School for Science and Technology (GSST), the student receives credits
for work successfully completed at the center.

6. College Credit Option in Sequential Courses of Study

If a student has completed the highest level of a sequential course of study (e.g. world language or mathematics) that
is available in the school division and chooses to pursue higher level coursework in that subject area at a college, upon
successful completion of the college course, the student will receive credit which will be weighted at the same level as
the highest level of the course that the student completed in the school division.

This policy applies only if the student has received prior permission from the Principal to participate in the college
course and only after the subject area supervisor has verified that the course is indeed a higher-level course than the
one completed at the high school.

(This policy does not prohibit a student from completing a college level course for no credit towards the high school
diploma. Prior permission of the principal is required, however, for any student to take a college course during regular
school hours.) All costs (tuition, books, fees, transportation, etc.) associated with a student taking a college course are
the responsibility of the student and will not be shared by the school division.

7. Transfer of Students

a. A secondary school will accept credits toward graduation received from other accredited secondary schools
and schools accredited through the Virginia Council for Private Education (VCPE). The Board will review on
an annual basis the accrediting procedures of the VCPE and direct any changes and modifications of such
procedures in relation to the authority granted under these provisions. Students transferring into a Virginia
public school shall be required to meet the requirements per regulations specified in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of the
State Board of Education to receive a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma except as modified by
subsection E below. To receive a Special Diploma, Modified Standard Diploma, General Achievement
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Diploma, or Certificate of Program Completion, a student must meet the requirements prescribed by the
Standards of Quality.

b. Standard or verified units of credit earned by a student in a Virginia public school will be transferable without
limitation regardless of the accreditation status of the Virginia public school in which the credits were earned.

c. Records of transferred students will be sent directly to the school receiving the student upon request of the
receiving school in accordance with the provisions of the "Management of the Student's Scholastic Records in
Virginia."

d. The academic record of a student transferring into Virginia public schools from other than a Virginia public
school, will be evaluated to determine the number of standard units of credit that have been earned, including
credit from schools outside the United States, and the number of verified units of credit needed to graduate in
accordance with subsection E below. Virginia public schools will accept standard and verified units of credit
from other Virginia public schools and state-operated programs. Standard units of credit also will be accepted
for courses satisfactorily completed in accredited colleges and universities when the student has been given
credit by the previous school attended.

e. Students transferring above grade 10 from schools or other education programs that do not require or give
credit for health and physical education will not be required to take these courses to meet graduation
requirements.

f. Students transferring into a Virginia public school from other than a Virginia public school after the tenth grade
will be encouraged to earn as many credits as possible toward graduation that are prescribed according to
regulations specified in 8 VAC 20-131-50 of the State Board of Education. Students may substitute courses
required in other states in the same content areas if the student is unable to meet the specific content
requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-50 without taking a heavier than normal course load in any semester, by taking
summer school, or by taking courses after the time when he otherwise would have graduated.

However, no transfer student will earn fewer than the following number of verified units nor will such students
be required to take SOL tests for verified units of credit in courses previously completed at another school or
program of study unless necessary to meet the requirements listed in 1 and 2 below:

1) For a Standard Diploma:

e Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time during the ninth grade or through the first 20
days of instruction of the tenth grade will earn credit as prescribed in 8 VAC 20-131-50;

e Students transferring in after the first 20 days of instruction of the tenth grade through the first 20 days
of instruction of the eleventh grade will earn a minimum of four verified units of credit: one each in
English, mathematics, history, and science. Students who complete a career and technical education
program sequence may substitute a certificate, occupational competency credential, or license for
either a science or history and social science verified credit pursuant to 8 VAC 20-131-50; and,

e Students transferring in after the first 20 days of instruction of the eleventh grade through the first 20
days of instruction of the twelfth grade will earn a minimum of two verified units of credit: one in
English and one of the student’s choosing.

2) For an Advanced Studies Diploma:

e Students transferring in at the ninth or at the beginning of the tenth grade will earn credit as prescribed
in 8 VAC 20-131-50;

e Students transferring in during the tenth grade or at the beginning of the eleventh grade will earn a
minimum of six verified units of credit: two in English, and one each in mathematics, social studies,
and science, and one of the student’s choosing.

e Students transferring in during the eleventh grade or at the beginning of the twelfth grade will earn a
minimum of four verified units of credit: one in English and three of the student’s choosing.

e Students transferring into a Virginia secondary school after the first semester of their eleventh grade
year, must meet the requirements of 8 VAC 20-131-60.E.1.c or E.2.c. Students transferring after 20
instructional hours per course of their senior or twelfth grade year shall be given every opportunity to
earn a Standard or Advanced Studies or Modified Diploma. If it is not possible for the student to meet
the requirements for a diploma, arrangements should be made for the student’s previous school to
award the diploma. If these arrangements cannot be made, a waiver of the verified unit of credit
requirements may be available to the student. The Department of Education may grant such waivers
upon request by the local school board in accordance with guidelines prescribed by the Board.

e The transcript of a student who graduates or transfers from a Virginia secondary school shall conform
to the requirements of eight VAC 20-160-10 Regulations Governing Secondary School Transcripts.
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8. High School Courses Taken in Middle School

When students in middle school successfully complete courses offered for credit in grades 9-12, credit will be counted
toward meeting the standard units required for graduation provided the courses meet SOL requirements or are
equivalent in content and academic rigor to those courses offered in high school. Verified units of credit are awarded
when students achieve a passing score on end-of-course SOL tests.

The course grades for high school credit courses taken in middle school become a part of the high school transcript
and are included in the student’s grade point average.

Virginia Board of Education Regulation VAC 20-131-90C allows parents to request that final grades in credit-bearing
courses taken in middle school be omitted from the student’s transcript and the student not earn high school credit for
the course. The credit-bearing courses are Algebra |, Geometry, and World Language. The parents’ request must be
in writing to the school principal prior to July 1 following completion of the eighth grade.

9. Credit Requirements for Grade Classification

The credit requirements for grade classification in the secondary schools are as follows:

Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

5 credits 11 credits 16 credits

The credits required for classification as a twelfth grade student must be accompanied by a schedule of classes that
will enable the student to graduate by June of that school year. Any exception to this classification must be for
exceptional circumstances approved personally by the principal.

Note: The accreditation status of a high school shall not be included on the student transcript provided to colleges, universities, or
employers. The Board expressly states that any student who has met the graduation requirements established in 8 VAC 20-131-50
and has received a Virginia diploma holds a diploma that should be recognized as equal to any other Virginia diploma, regardless of
the accreditation status of the student's high school. It is the express policy of the Board that no student shall be affected by the
accreditation status of the student’s school. The Board shall take appropriate action, from time to time, to ensure that no student is
affected by the accreditation status of the student’s school.

Revised: July, 1983; July 27, 1988; July 1992; August 1992; May 18, 1994; January 22, 1997; November 12, 1997; December 17,
1997; May 17, 2000; February 19, 2003; March 2003; January 19, 2004; April 21, 2004; May 16, 2006; December 12, 2006;
December 2007

Grade Point Average and Class Ranking of Secondary Students

Grade Point Average

Grade point averages will be provided for students in grades 9 through 12.

Grade point average (GPA) and will be based upon the grades the student has earned in courses for which high
school credit is awarded (including failing grades, repeated courses, summer school, night school, and credit courses
taken prior to grade nine). If a student repeats a course, only the higher of the two grades will be computed in the
average.
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Class Rank

1.

2.

Class ranking in the Newport News Public Schools will be provided for students in grades 9 through 12.

Class ranking will be based upon the grades the student has earned in courses for which high school credit is
awarded. This includes eighth grade accelerated courses in Algebra, Geometry, World Languages, and courses
at the Governor’s School for Science and Technology (GSST) for which high school credit is awarded.

Students will be ranked at the end of each semester.

Rank in class will be computed to the thousandth of a percent with the thousandth place truncated and no
rounding imposed.

For purpose of designation of student honors and for college admission information, the end of the first semester
of the senior year will serve as the cutoff date for computation of class rank.

In computing class rank of students, the following scale will be used:

Points for Points for
Advanced Standing Courses | Honors Courses
(IB, AP, GSST) (H, Pre-IB)

Letter
Grade

Points for
Standard Courses

5 4.5 4

4 3.5 3
3

2.5 2

2 1.5 1

MmO O |W| >

0 0 0

Course weighting is assigned based upon the recommendation of the division curriculum committee and approval
of the School Board. All courses identified for advanced standing contain a mandated external evaluation
component. Students who do not participate in the external evaluation (i.e. AP exam) will receive honors weighted
credit.

Class rank is to be determined by assigning the student with the highest GPA a rank of number one (1) in the
class; the second highest, the rank of number two (2), etc. In cases where more than one student has the same
numerical average, all students with that average will be given the same rank. The next highest average will
assume the next rank position that will indicate the number of students having a higher rank. Rank will be
computed to the hundredth’s place. Place value beyond the hundredth’s place will not be considered.

Example:

Student No. GPA Rank
udent No an The student with the next

1 4.00 Rank 1 highest average would have
the rank of five (5) in the

2 4.00 Rank 1 class, indicating that there

3 3.98 Rank 3 are four students who rank

4

3.08 Rank 3 higher.

Selection of Honor Graduates

Class ranking computed at the completion of the first semester of the senior year will be used to determine honor
graduates. A student with a 3.0 average is to be considered an honor graduate. A student with a 3.4 average will
be recognized as graduating with highest honors.
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10.

All students will be informed in writing of the procedures used for computing rank in class and for selecting honor
graduates. The information will be included in the High School Course Offerings guide, which will be given to all
students in the second semester of the eighth grade.

The student with the highest class rank is to be declared the valedictorian of the graduating class. In instances
when more than one student holds the numerical rank of one, all students holding the rank are to be declared co-
valedictorians. A student who is a full-time college student and simultaneously completing requirements for a high
school diploma is not eligible to be declared valedictorian or salutatorian of the class.

National Honor Society

Membership standards for the National Honor Society are established in each high school. To be considered for
membership, a student must have a minimum grade average and meet other criteria as established by each
school.

Secondary Grading Scale

A division-wide numerical scale is used for grading student performance in NNPS high schools. NOTE: Only letter
grades appear on report cards and transcripts.

The numerical scale is:

A = 92-100
B = 83-91

C = 74-82

D = 65-73

F = Below 65
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SECTION
11
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ACADEMIC OPTIONS GUIDE FOR STUDENTS

High School Course Sequences

The following flow charts show the sequence of courses for some academic areas.

Additional courses are available at New Horizons for students who complete the course of study at their
home schools in the following subjects: Science, Mathematics.

See your school counselor if you have questions.

English
o 11" English 12" English
9" English 107 English
11" H English 12" H English
9" H English 10" H English
11"™ AP English 12" AP English
Science
Physics |
Chemistry
H Chemistry H Physics
. AP Biol / Lab
Earth Science Biology Biology Il — Anatomy and lology / La
Physiology AP Chemistry / Lab
H Earth Science H Biology Biology Il — Genetics AP Environmental
Biology Il — Advanced Science
Survey of Biological Topics:

Marine Biology, Zoology,
Ecology

Earth Science Il —
Oceanography, Astronomy

AP Physics
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Social Studies

World Geography . .
World History | US History Government
H World ) .
Geography H World History H US History H Government
AP Human AP World History AP US History AP US
Geography Government
Mathematics
Geometry
H Algebra Il
H Geometry AP Calculus
AB
H Math
Ana|ysis AP Calculus
. BC
Trig/Elementary
Algebra | Algebra Il Functions AP Statistics
Probability & Statistics

7

Algebra
Functions and
Data Analysis

Introduction to

Computer Programming H Computer AP Computer

Programming Science
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Health & Physical Education

Dance |
Team Sports |
Life Activities |

Outdoor Education |

Fitness & Wellness Mgmt. |

Choose Any Two

Dance Il
Team Sports Il
Life Activities Il

Outdoor Education Il

Fitness & Wellness Mgmt. Il

Health |

Health Il
&
Driver Ed

Dance & Fitness

Advanced Team Sports

Personal Fitness

Sports Medicine
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LANGUAGE ARTS

ENGLISH

ENGLISH 6
Course Number: EN 6000

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 6

The sixth-grade student will read independently a variety of fiction
and nonfiction texts, including a significant number of classic works,
for appreciation and comprehension. The student will also plan, draft,
revise, and edit narratives, descriptions, and explanations, with
attention to composition and style as well as sentence formation,
usage, and mechanics. The student will begin the study of word
origins and continue vocabulary development. In addition,
technology will be used as a tool to research, organize, and
communicate information. Critical thinking will be stressed.

ENGLISH 7

Course Number: EN 7000
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 7

The seventh-grade student will continue to read a wide variety of
fiction, nonfiction, and poetry while becoming more independent and
analytical. The student will continue to refine written composition
skills, with special attention to word choice, organization, style, and
grammar. The student will continue vocabulary development and will
apply research techniques to gather, organize, and communicate
information, properly citing sources.

ENGLISH 8

Course Number: EN 8000
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 8

The student will continue to develop an appreciation for literary
genres through a study of a wide variety of selections. The student
will describe themes, make inferences, interpret cause and effect
relationships, differentiate between fact and opinion, and draw
conclusions from a variety of texts. The student will plan, draft,
revise, and edit writing, with emphasis on exposition and persuasion.
The student will apply reading, writing and research skills in all
subjects, as well as respond critically to literature. The student will
continue development of vocabulary.

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH COURSES

Students must complete four years of required English courses.
Summer reading is required of all English students 9-12. Students
in grades 11 and 12 have the option of taking AP (Advanced
Placement) English.

Passing both the English EOC Reading and Writing SOL Tests are
required for the two English verified credits needed for graduation.

ENGLISH 9
Course Number— EN1100, EN1200

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 9
Credit: % credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for
Honors)

The student will be introduced to significant literary texts. Increased
requirements for research and reporting in all subjects will be
supported by the use of print, electronic databases, online resources,
and other media. The student will distinguish between reliable and
questionable sources of information. The student will continue
development of vocabulary, with attention to connotations, idioms,
and allusions. Writing will encompass narrative, expository, and
persuasive forms for a variety of purposes and audiences.

ENGLISH 10

Course Number:— EN2100, EN2200
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 10
Credit: % credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for
Honors)

The student will read and analyze literary texts from a variety of eras
and cultures. Attention will be given to the analysis of nonfiction
texts. The student will critique the writing of peers and professionals,
using analysis to improve writing skills. The student will continue to
build research skills by crediting sources and presenting information
in a format appropriate for content. . The student will continue
development of vocabulary.

ENGLISH 11
Course Number:— EN3100, EN3200
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 11
Credit: % credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for
Honors)

The eleventh-grade student will be able to make and analyze
information and persuasive oral presentations, with attention to the
accuracy of evidence and the effectiveness of delivery. The student
will continue to develop and expand vocabulary. The study of both
classic and contemporary American literature will enhance the
student’s appreciation for literature. The student will be able to identify
the prevalent themes and characterizations present in American
literature, which are reflective of history and culture. Students will also
use nonfiction texts to draw conclusions and make inferences citing
textual support. The student will be able to write clear and accurate
personal, professional, and informational correspondence and reports
for research and other applications.
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ENGLISH 12
Course Number: — EN4100, EN4200

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 12
Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for Honors)

The twelfth-grade student will use organizational skills, audience
awareness, appropriate vocabulary and grammar, and both verbal
and nonverbal presentation skills to plan and deliver an effective 5 to
10 minute oral presentation. The student will analyze British
literature and literature of other cultures, with attention to the many
classic works which may be studied. Writing will include the
production of informational and expository papers, which are
organized logically and contain clear and accurate ideas.

AP ENGLISH - 11

Course Number: EN3300
Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of English 9 and 10
Grade Level: 11

Credit: %2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

The AP English 11 course in Language and Composition is primarily
a course in effective writing and critical reading. The writing skills
that students come to appreciate through attentive and continued
analysis of a variety of prose texts can serve them in their own
writing as they become increasingly aware of these skills and their
pertinent uses. American Literature is the primary focus for analysis
and reflection.

The instructional level equals that of college freshman English
courses.

All SOL requirements are met and students take the both the English
EOC Reading and the Writing SOL Tests. Students also prepare for
and take the College Board’s Advanced Placement Test and those
who receive an acceptable score on the test may receive college
credit and/or advanced standing in college.

AP ENGLISH - 12

Course Number: EN4300
Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of English 9, 10, and 11
Grade Level: 12

Credit: 2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

The AP English course is designed to engage students in the careful
reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the
close reading of selected texts, students can deepen their
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both
meaning and pleasure for their readers. Writing is an integral part of
AP English.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

BEGINNING COMPOSITION

Course Number: EE2129
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9,10

Credit: Yz credit

Beginning Composition is designed to help students develop narrative,
literary, expository, and technical writing to inform, explain, analyze,
and entertain. The course will emphasize planning and organization,
writing with a purpose, sentence development, and the use of specific
vocabulary and information. Patterns of organization, revision

techniques, and editing strategies for the correct use of language,
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization will be addressed.

ADVANCED COMPOSITION

Course Number: EE2130
Prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of English 9 and 10
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: 'z credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

Advanced Composition is designed to give students the writing
experience necessary to meet the expectations of college-level
composition. Course topics include narration, description, and

exposition. This course is recommended for students in honors and
AP classes.

CREATIVE WRITING

Course Number: EE2009

Prerequisites: Successful completion of
English writing portfolio

Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: % credit

Creative writing is designed to help students develop creative writing
skills and prepare manuscripts for publication. Students will create
individual creative writing booklets, share work in a writer’s circle, and
contribute to a classroom literary magazine. Whenever possible,
students will share completed work with live audiences.

H DEBATE | & I

Course Number: EE2310, EE2320
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

Debate is designed to help students develop a wide repertoire of
speaking skills while developing poise and confidence. The students
will be exposed to a variety of speaking and debating experiences
both in the classroom and in competition through engagement in
multiple speech events sanctioned by the Virginia High School
League, Tidewater Debate League, and the National Forensic
League.

This course may be repeated for credit.
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JOURNALISM |

Course Number: EE1100
Prerequisites: Successful completion of grades 8 or 9 English
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: Y2 credit per semester

The Journalism | course introduces students to mass media and
instructs students in various steps of reporting and news writing.
Course content includes techniques for gathering the story, writing

different types of stories, layout & design, and management &
production of newspapers and other media.

JOURNALISM I

Course Number: EE1200
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Journalism |
Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester

Journalism Il continues to develop a student’s ability to write in a
journalistic style while improving personal writing style. Course content
includes the types, styles, mechanics, and editing of news writing.

PHOTOJOURNALISM

Course Number: EE1400

Prerequisites: Successful completion of grade 9 English and
evidence of above average writing skills. The writing folder may be
used for evidence of writing proficiency. Student interest and teacher
recommendation will also be considered. Students must meet VHSL
eligibility requirements due to the state publication competition that is
part of the course requirement.

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Y2 credit per semester

This course uses a curriculum for yearbook journalism, which will help
the yearbook staff understand how to correctly communicate designs
to the publisher. The course includes close-ups of common design
application and copy preparation procedures required for printing.

This course may be repeated for credit.

LITERATURE AND FILM |

Course Number: EE2219
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: Yz credit

Literature and Film focuses on a comparative study of several novels
and short stories and the films they inspired. Students will read
selected literature, view and analyze elements of films, discuss and
write analytical and comparative essays, and present independent and
group projects to the class. The course emphasizes critical reading of
literature and formal writing about films.

LITERATURE & FILM II: SCREENWRITING

Course Number: EE2249
Prerequisites: Literature and Film |
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: V2 credit

Literature and Film Il is a writing-intensive, hands-on, project based
course that will build on the objectives of the Literature and Film
course. Emphasis will be placed on structure and formatting of
screenplays, as well as creating film sequences from storyboard to
completion.

Assignments include screen writing, storyboarding, organizing, and
laying out a sequence of film and may also include filming, editing,
and presenting a final student-generated short film of not less than
15 minutes.

PUBLIC SPEAKING

Course Number: EE2229
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit

Public Speaking is designed to help students develop and improve
public speaking and communication skills. Students will learn to plan,
write, and deliver effective speeches and to communicate appropriately
in group situations. Students will also design and create Power Point
presentations, and use audio-visual equipment and visual aids to
enhance the delivery of presentations. Oral interpretation skills will
also be developed.

ANCIENT LITERATURE AND MYTHOLOGY

Course Number: EE2239
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: Y2 credit

Ancient Literature and Mythology focuses on developing a sense of
cultural literacy, an understanding of multi-cultural literacy, and an
enriched vocabulary. Students will study the mythology of Greece and
Rome; writings from the Near and Middle East; and selections from
Africa, Scandinavia, North, Central, and South America, and Asia.

TECHNICAL WRITING

Course Number: EE2119

Prerequisites: Successful completion of
English 9 & 10

Grade Level: 11,12
Credit: Y% credit

This course is designed to provide extended practice and knowledge in
writing for real world application. Students will develop skills in thinking
and will write resumes, brochures, directions, instructions, sales
messages, abstracts, advertisements, reports, etc. Students will work
in teams to collect, analyze, and organize data to develop a written
report. The report will also be presented in multimedia form.
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PSAT/SAT PREP

Course Number: MC0069

Prerequisites: Algebra 1 and one semester
Geometry

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: no credit or ¥ credit

Students will prepare for the verbal and math portions of the SAT.
Students will also learn how to improve study skills, develop note-
taking strategies, and practice time management skills.

YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE

Course Number: EE2400

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 9, 10

Credit: V2 credit per semester

Young Adult Literature will enable students to examine several
current novels for technique, style, language, theme, and relationship
to society. Students will keep response journals, participate in
literature circles, and present book critiques. Mini projects on

contemporary topics will help students understand life through the
study of literature.

Students may enter second semester.

ENGLISH SENIOR SEMINAR

Course Number: EE4100
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 12

Credit: V2 credit per semester

This grade 12 capstone course contains contextualized content
designed to provide successful transition and entry into college and
careers. The course advances students’ preparation for critical
reading, college and workplace writing, and career-ready
communications by providing additional experience and rigor in
critical thinking, the fundamentals of academic writing, exposition,
persuasion, and argumentation.

MATH

MATH 6

Course Number: MA6310, MA6410
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 6

Students are transitioned from the emphasis placed on whole
number arithmetic in the elementary grades to foundations of
algebra. This course emphasizes rational numbers. Students will use
ratios to compare data sets; recognize decimals, fractions, and
percents as ratios; solve single-step and multistep problems, using
rational numbers; and gain a foundation in the understanding of
integers. Students will solve linear equations and use algebraic
terminology. Students will solve problems involving area, perimeter,
and surface area, work with 1 (pi), and focus on the relationships
among the properties of quadrilaterals. In addition, students will
focus on applications of probability and statistics. An Advanced
course is also available.

MATH 7

Course Number: MA7310, MA7410
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 7

The foundations of algebra are emphasized. Students who
successfully complete the grade seven course should be prepared to
study Algebra | in grade eight. Topics in grade seven include
proportional reasoning, integer computation, solving two-step linear
equations, and recognizing different representations for
relationships. Students will apply the properties of real numbers in
solving equations, solve inequalities, and use data analysis
techniques to make inferences, conjectures, and predictions. An
Advanced course is also available.

TRANSITION TO ALGEBRA

Course Number: MA8410

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 8

Students will be introduced to content that reviews or extends
concepts and skills learned in previous grades as well as new
content that prepares students for more abstract concepts in algebra
and geometry. The eighth-grade standards provide students
additional instruction and time to acquire the concepts and skills
necessary for success in Algebra |. Students will gain proficiency in
computation with rational numbers and will use proportions to solve a
variety of problems. New concepts include solving multistep
equations and inequalities, graphing linear equations, visualizing
three-dimensional shapes represented in two-dimensional drawings,
and applying transformations to geometric shapes in the coordinate
plane. Students will verify and apply the Pythagorean Theorem and
represent relations and functions, using tables, graphs, and rules.
The eighth-grade standards provide a more solid foundation in
Algebra | for those students not ready for Algebra | in grade eight.
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ALGEBRAI

Course Number: MA1010, MA1111, MA1020, MA1100
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester

Algebra | is the study of linear and quadratic equations (functions) and
inequalities including rational fractional and irrational equations
numbers. It is offered one or two periods, one or two years.

Passing the Algebra | SOL test is required to earn a verified credit
toward graduation.

GEOMETRY

Course Number: MA2010, MA2100, MA2200
Prerequisites: Algebra |
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for Honors)

Geometry is a deductive study of Euclidean geometry including space
geometry and coordinate geometry. An emphasis is placed on logical
reasoning and deductive proof. It is offered one or two periods. An
Honors level is available.

Passing the Geometry SOL test is required to earn a verified credit
toward graduation.

ALGEBRA, FUNCTIONS, AND DATA ANALYSIS

Course Number: MA2300
Prerequisites: Algebra |
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: % credit per semester

The course is designed for students who have successfully
completed the standards for Algebra I. Within the context of
mathematical modeling and data analysis, students will study
functions and their behaviors, systems of inequalities, probability,
experimental design and implementation, and analysis of data. Data
will be generated by practical applications arising from science,
business, and finance. Students will solve problems that require the
formulations of linear, quadratic, exponential, or logarithmic
equations or a system of equations.

ALGEBRAII

Course Number: MA3100, MA3220
Prerequisites: Algebra | or Geometry
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: Y2 credit per semester

Algebra Il is a one-year study of intermediate algebra. The course
includes a review of Algebra | topics. New topics studied are
sequences and series, logarithmic and exponential functions, complex
numbers, and analytic geometry. An Honors course is also available.

Passing the Algebra Il SOL test is required to earn a verified credit
toward graduation.

HONORS ALGEBRA I
MA3200

Prerequisites: Geometry and teacher recommendation
Grade Level: 9-12

Course Number:

Credit: % credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

Honors Algebra Il is a course for students capable of
successfully mastering the material of Algebra Il in one year

Passing the Algebra Il SOL test is required to earn a verified
credit toward graduation.

TRIGONOMETRY / ELEMENTARY FUNCTIONS

Course Number: MA3300
Prerequisites: Algebra Il
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: V2 credit per semester
Trigonometry is a study of trigonometric and circular functions and their
inverses. The course also includes an introduction to polar

coordinates and vectors. Second semester is a study of elementary
functions emphasizing the properties of algebraic functions.

PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS

Course Number: MA3500

Prerequisites: Algebra ll

Grade Level: 11, 12

Credit: " credit per semester

Probability and Statistics is a one-year course designed to introduce
students to statistical procedures as they apply to real life

applications. Students will study data analysis and production,
probability, and statistical simulation.

HONORS MATHEMATICAL ANALYSIS

Course Number: MA4100

Prerequisites: Honors Algebra Il or Trigonometry/Elementary
Functions

Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

Mathematical Analysis is a year study of pre-calculus material. An
emphasis is placed on mathematical proof. The course covers a study
of infinite sequences and series, analytic geometry from a vector
approach, and algebraic, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric
functions. Dual enrollment college credit may be offered for this
course at some school sites. Check with your counselor for
availability.
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AP CALCULUS AB

Course Number: MA4200

Prerequisites: Mathematical Analysis

Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: Y credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

Calculus AB is a one-year course intended for students who have a
thorough knowledge of algebra, analytic and axiomatic geometry, and
trigonometry. It includes the study of elementary functions and
differential and integral calculus.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

Dual enrollment college credit may be offered for this course at
some school sites. Check with your counselor for availability.

AP CALCULUS BC

Course Number: MA4300

Prerequisites: Mathematical Analysis

Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: 1 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

Calculus BC is a two period one-year course intended for students who
have a thorough knowledge of algebra, analytic and axiomatic
geometry, and trigonometry. All of the Calculus AB topics are included
along with additional advanced topics.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

AP STATISTICS

Course Number: MA4500

Prerequisites: Math Analysis or Trigonometry/Elementary Functions
Grade Level: 11, 12

Credit: 2 semester (+weighted credit)

AP Statistics is a one year study of major statistics concepts and the tools
for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the
test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

With appropriate recommendation this may be taken concurrently
with math analysis.

PSAT/SAT PREP

Course Number: MC0069

Prerequisites: Algebra | and one semester
Geometry

Grade Level: 10-12
Credit: V2 credit per semester

Students will prepare for the math and verbal portions of the SAT.
Students will also learn how to improve study skills, develop note-
taking strategies, and practice time management skills.

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER PROGRAMMING
Course Number: MA5100

Prerequisites: Algebra | and concurrent enrollment in Geometry
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: ' credit per semester

Introduction to Computer Programming is a one-year course
involving computer programming using Visual Basic, HTMS, and
JavaScript. The student will apply previously developed
mathematics skills to computer programming. Enrollment is limited
to available equipment and facilities.

HONORS COMPUTER PROGRAMMING IN C++

Course Number: MA5200

Prerequisites: Introduction to Computer Programming or appropriate
recommendation and concurrent enrollment in Algebra Il

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

H Computer Programming in C++ is a one-year computer
programming course using C++. Enroliment is limited to available
facilities and equipment.

AP COMPUTER SCIENCE IN JAVA

Course Number: MA5300
Prerequisites: Algebra II-Trig and H Computer Programming in C++
Grade Level: 11, 12

Credit: Yz credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

Computer Science extends the concepts of programming studied
previously. Programming is done using JAVA. Enroliment is limited to
available equipment and facilities.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.
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SCIENCE

6" Grade Science
Course Number: SC6000
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 6

Sixth Grade Science focuses on the study of force, energy, and
matter: the role of the sun’s energy on the Earth’s systems, water in
the environment, air and atmosphere, and basic chemistry concepts.
Students will also explore the solar system and natural resource
management.

7" Grade Life Science
Course Number: SC7000
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 7

Seventh Grade Life Science focuses on exploration of cellular
organization and classification of organisms, the importance of basic
physical and chemical processes of photosynthesis and its
importance to life, the relationships among members of an
ecosystem, and genetics.

8" Grade Physical Science
Course Number: SC8000
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 8

Eighth Grade Science focuses on understanding of the nature and
structure of matter and the characteristics of energy. Major areas
explored are physical and chemical changes, the periodic table,
reactions, temperature and heat; sound; light; electricity and
magnetism; and work, force, and motion.

EARTH SCIENCE |

Course Number: SC1100, SC1200
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: %2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for Honors)

Earth Science is a study of the features and forces of the earth and its
place in the solar system and the universe. This course introduces
students to such topics as geology, oceanography, meteorology, and
astronomy.

An accelerated course, Honors Earth Science is also available.

All students take the SOL test for Earth Science and must pass it to
earn a verified credit toward graduation.

BIOLOGY |

Course Number: SC2100, SC2200
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for Honors)

Biology provides a meaningful view of the whole living world and its
interrelationships. Topics such as taxonomy, morphology, physiology,
molecular biology, biochemistry, genetics, ecology, and animal
behavior are covered. This course will include dissections of various
animals.

In the Honors level of the course, environmental education will be
emphasized. The students will be required to plan, develop, and
complete an experimental science project and report the results in oral
and written form.

All students take the SOL test for Biology and must pass it to earn a
verified credit toward graduation.

EARTH SCIENCE Il - ADVANCED SURVEY -
ASTRONOMY

Course Number: SC2339

Prerequisites: Earth Science | and Algebra |
Grade Level: 11-12
Credit: V2 credit per semester

Earth Science Il provides an understanding of the components of the
universe and their interactions focusing more specifically on the solar
system.

EARTH SCIENCE Il - ADVANCED SURVEY -
OCEANOGRAPHY
Course Number: SC 2349
Prerequisites: Earth Science |
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: Yz credit

Oceanography is a semester course that involves the study of the
historical, physical and chemical aspects of the oceans. The course
will use the Chesapeake Bay region for an intense study of the coastal
ocean.

This is a paired semester class and students may enter second
semester. Either semester may be paired with any other Science Il
semester course as scheduling permits.

BIOLOGY Il — Forensics
Course Number: SC 2319
Prerequisites: Biology |
Grade Level: 11, 12

Credit: % credit

Biology Il — Forensics is a semester course that combines the
concepts of biology and chemistry to explore scientific applications of
solving crimes in a comprehensive approach. Students will perform
numerous laboratories that will focus on making the connections
between science and technology and the impact these two disciplines
have on the study of forensic science. Students will use multiple
pathways of scientific reasoning to explore the analysis of a crime
scene, fingerprints, hair, trace evidence, blood, DNA, and case studies.
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BIOLOGY Il - GENETICS

Course Number: SC2359
Prerequisites: Biology |
Grade Level: 11, 12

Credit: Y credit

Biology Il — Genetics includes a study of the continuity of life and
heredity, cell chemistry, Mendelian laws of heredity, probability, sex-
chromosomes, linkage, chromosomal mapping, quantitative
inheritance, selection, chromosomal aberrations, mutations,
cytoplasmic inheritance, bacterial and viral genetics, eugenics, genes
in populations and genetics of species formation.

BIOLOGY IIl - ADVANCED
SURVEY - MARINE BIOLOGY

Course Number: SC2369
Prerequisites: Biology |
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: Y credit

Marine Biology is a semester course that involves the study of the
oceans and life processes within and around it, and includes the study
of plants and animals in the ocean, ecology, and the impact of humans
on the ocean. This course will also include dissections of various
preserved ocean animals.

This is a paired semester class and students may enter second
semester. Either semester may be paired with any other Biology Il
semester course as scheduling permits.

BIOLOGY Il - ADVANCED SURVEY - ZOOLOGY
BIOLOGY Il - ADVANCED SURVEY - ECOLOGY

Course Number: SC2379, SC2389
Prerequisites: Biology |

Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: Y credit

Zoology is a semester course that provides the student with a survey
of invertebrate and vertebrate animals. Zoology students will delve
into the diversity of life by studying characteristics, taxonomic
relationships, life processes, survival mechanisms, and economic
importance among the organisms. This course will include dissections
of various animals.

Ecology is a semester course that includes studies of the relationship
between organisms and the environment, including physical and
biological conditions. The course will include experimental studies in
the laboratory and the field and data analysis.

These are paired semester classes and students may enter second
semester. Either semester may also be paired with any other Biology
Il semester course as scheduling permits.

BIOLOGY Il - ADVANCED SURVEY - FIELD
BIOLOGY

Course Number: SC2399
Prerequisites: Biology |
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: Y2 credit

OFFERED ONLY AT POINT OPTION

This is an alternative to the typical science course in the classroom
setting. It allows the use of “Discovery Science” which describes
natural structures of processes as accurately as possible through
careful observation and data collection. Student interest and
participation is far above that of a typical classroom setting. The
students arrive at class eager to go out and discover something new,
and then follow that up with further research when they get back to
class to answer all of their questions. As one of our biology
textbooks expresses it, “Science is a quest to understand nature.”
Being outdoors brings that quest to life. Seeing the interactions
firsthand brings excitement into learning.

HONORS BIOLOGY Il - ANATOMY
AND PHYSIOLOGY

Course Number: SC2390

Prerequisites: Biology |
Prerequisite or Co-requisite: Chemistry |
Grade Level: 11, 12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

Anatomy and Physiology is a study of the structure and function of the
human body. The course is preparation for advanced biological
studies, biomedical nursing, and other science-based careers.
Laboratory experiences provide student learning in the following topics:
the major body systems; how the body systems work together to
provide homeostasis; body functions in the healthy and diseased
states; blood typing; muscle action; nerve functioning; and bioethics.
Dissections of various preserved animals and organs are an integral
part of this course. This is a full year course.

AP BIOLOGY / AP BIOLOGY LAB

Course Number: SC2300, SC2320
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Biology
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: 1 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit for AP Biology;
+0.5 weighted credit for AP Biology Lab)

Advanced Placement Biology students will closely follow the program
suggested by the College Board. This course emphasizes the
principal topics covered in Biology I. However, it is taught at a more
intensive level of rigor. Laboratory work is an integral part of the
course.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the
test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.
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CHEMISTRY

Course Number: SC3100, SC3200
Prerequisites: Algebra |
Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: %z credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for Honors)

Chemistry | is a course that explains the basic atomic and molecular
processes. Other areas of study include the structure of matter and
periodicity of elements, behavior of matter in terms of chemical
equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, and acid base theory. .

Honors Chemistry is offered with Algebra/Trig or Algebra Il as a co-
requisite.

All students take the SOL test for Chemistry and must pass it to earn a
verified credit toward graduation.

AP CHEMISTRY / AP CHEMISTRY LAB

Course Number: SC3300, SC3320
Prerequisites: Chemistry and Algebra
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: 1 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit for AP Chemistry;
+0.5 weighted credit for AP Chemistry Lab)

Advanced Placement Chemistry students will closely follow the
program suggested by the College Board. Students will attain a depth
of understanding of fundamentals and a reasonable competence in
dealing with chemical problems. Laboratory work will be required at
least fifty percent of the time.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the
test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Course Number: SC1300
Grade Level:

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

Advanced Placement Environmental Science students will closely
follow the program suggested by the College Board. Students will
study scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to
understand the interrelationships of the natural world, identify and
analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made,
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and
examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.
The course is taught at an intensive level of rigor.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the
test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

GENERAL PHYSICS |

Course Number: SC4150
Prerequisites: Geometry
Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Y2 credit per semester

General Physics | is a two-semester course designed for students
who have successfully completed Geometry and are interested in
Physics but are not ready for the math requirement of Honors
Physics.

Students will develop a conceptual understanding of physical
principles and how physics plays a role in their everyday lives.
Topics covered will include kinematics, dynamics, energy, waves,
geometric optics, electricity, and magnetism.

HONORS PHYSICS

Course Number: SC4200

Prerequisites: Completion of or current enrollment in Trigonometry or
Algebra II-Trigonometry

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Yz credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

Honors physics includes a discussion of mechanics, kinetic molecular
theory, heat, wave motion, sound, light, electrical and magnetism, and
atomic and nuclear physics.

AP PHYSICS B

Course Number: SC4300
Prerequisites: Honors Physics
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

Advanced Placement Physics students closely follow the program
suggested by the College Board. The curriculum is challenging, but
broad in nature. The course closely aligns with the curriculum of a
typical first-year college physics course. AP Physics is a college level
algebra/trigonometry based course.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the
test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

50



2012-2013 « HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS

NEWPORT NEWS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SOCIAL STUDIES

UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1865

Course Number: SS6000
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 6

Students will use skills for historical and geographical analysis to
explore the early history of the United States. The Virginia
Standards of Learning for this course relate to the history of the
United States from pre-Columbian times until 1865. Students will
continue to learn fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and
geography as they study United States history in chronological
sequence and learn about change and continuity in our history.
They also will study documents and speeches that laid the
foundation for American ideals and institutions and will examine the
everyday life of people at different times in the country’s history
through the use of primary and secondary sources. Students also
practice the intellectual skills required for responsible citizenship.

All students take the SOL test for United States History to 1865.

UNITED STATES HISTORY: 1865 TO THE PRESENT

Course Number: SS7000
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 7

Students will continue to use skills for historical and geographical
analysis as they examine American history since 1865. The Virginia
Standards of Learning for this course relate to the history of the
United States from the Reconstruction era to the present. Students
will continue to learn fundamental concepts in civics, economics, and
geography as they relate to United States history. Political,
economic, and social challenges facing the nation reunited after civil
war will be examined chronologically as students develop an
understanding of how the American experience shaped the world’s
political and economic landscapes. Students also practice the
intellectual skills required for responsible citizenship.

All students take the SOL test for United States History 1865 to the
Present.

CIVICS AND ECONOMICS

Course Number: SS8000
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 8

Standards for Civics and Economics examine the roles citizens play
in the political, governmental, and economic systems in the United
States. Students will examine the constitutions of Virginia and the
United States, will identify the rights, duties, and responsibilities of
citizens, and will describe the structure and operation of government
at the local, state, and national levels. Students will investigate the
process by which decisions are made in the American market
economy and explain the government’s role in it. The standards
identify personal character traits, such as patriotism, respect for the
law, willingness to perform public service, and a sense of civic duty,
that facilitate thoughtful and effective active participation in the civic
life of an increasingly diverse democratic society.

All students take the SOL test for Civics and Economics.

WORLD GEOGRAPHY

Course Number: SS1100, SS1200
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for Honors)

World Geography is the study of the world’s peoples, places, and
environments, with a focus on world regions. Particular emphasis is
placed on students’ understanding and applying geographic concepts
and skills to their daily lives.

In the Honors level of the course, students will use geographic
resources, inquiry, research, and technology skills to ask and answer
geographic questions for a more in-depth study of geography.

All students take the SOL test for World Geography and must pass it to
earn a verified credit toward graduation.

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY

Course Number: SS1300
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9

Credit: 2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

AP Human Geography is a rigorous Advanced Placement course that
focuses on theoretical and practical applications in the field of geographic
inquiry.

Students will have the opportunity for hands-on, in-depth study of human
geography through classroom discussion, cooperative activities,

technology activities, cartography, readings, lab work, and outside
research and fieldwork.

All students take the SOL test for World Geography and must pass it to
earn a verified credit toward graduation. Students also prepare for and
take the College Board’s Advanced Placement Test and those who
receive an acceptable score on the test may receive college credit and/or
advanced standing in college.

The course may be taken in place of World Geography or as an elective
credit after taking World Geography.

WORLD HISTORY |

Course Number: SS2100
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10

Credit: Y2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighed credit for Honors)

The focus of this course is the study of the historical development of
people, places, and patterns of life from ancient times until 1500 AD.
Students will use skills of historical and geographical analysis to
explore the early history of the world.

All students take the SOL test for World History and Geography to

1500 AD and must pass it to earn a verified credit toward graduation.
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HONORS WORLD HISTORY | & I

Course Number: SS2200
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10

Credit: Y2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit)

The focus of this course is the study of the historical development of
people, places, and patterns of life from ancient times until present
day. Students will use skills of historical and geographical analysis to
explore the history of the world.

The course is taught at an accelerated pace in order to cover the
content of both World History | and World History Il in one year.

All students take both the SOL test for World History and Geography
to 1500 AD and the SOL test for World History and Geography 1500
AD to Present and must pass the tests to earn verified credits toward
graduation.

AP WORLD HISTORY

Course Number: SS2300
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

At the Advanced Placement level, world history students go beyond a
general understanding of world history. They use analytic skills and
write extensively on the major themes of history from the foundations
of civilization to the present day.

Students are given the opportunity to “do history” by using the steps a
historian would use in analyzing historical events and evidence
worldwide. The study of Africa, the Americas, Asia, and Europe offers
a balanced coverage of world history.

The coursework is rigorous and the course is taught at an accelerated
pace in order to cover the content of both World History | and World
History Il in one year and the AP content specified by College Board.

All students take both the SOL test for World History and Geography to
1500 AD and the SOL test for World History and Geography 1500 AD
to Present and must pass the tests to earn verified credits toward
graduation.

Students also prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

The course may be taken in place of Honors World History | and Il or
as an elective credit after taking World History.

Dual enroliment college credit may be offered for this course at some
school sites. Check with your counselor for availability.

UNITED STATES AND VIRGINIA HISTORY

Course Number: SS3100, SS3200
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 11

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighed credit for Honors)

The focus of this course is the study of the historical development of
American ideas and institutions from the Age of Exploration to the
present. Students will learn fundamental concepts in civics,
economics, and geography. They will obtain a basic knowledge of

American culture through a chronological survey of major issues,
movements, people, and events in United States and Virginia history.

In the Honors level course, students go beyond a general
understanding of history and use historical and geographical analysis
skills to explore events, people, and ideas in American history.

All students take the SOL test for VA & United States History and must
pass it to earn a verified credit toward graduation.

AP UNITED STATES HISTORY

Course Number: SS3300

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 11

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

This is a rigorous Advanced Placement course designed to provide
students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to
deal critically with problems in U. S. History. Students will learn how to
assess historical materials and to weigh the evidence and

interpretations presented in historical scholarship. Students will write
extensively to perfect their essay writing and critical thinking skills.

All students take the SOL test for VA & United States History and must
pass it to earn a verified credit toward graduation. Students also
prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced Placement Test
and those who receive an acceptable score on the test may receive
college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

This course will satisfy the U.S. and Virginia History credit
requirement for the diploma.

Dual enrollment college credit may be offered for this course at some
school sites. Check with your counselor for availability.

UNITED STATES AND VIRGINIA GOVERNMENT

Course Number: SS4100, SS4200
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 12

Credit: Y2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighed credit for Honors)

This course will provide students with knowledge of Virginia and United
States Government that will enable them to participate effectively in
civic life in America. Students will examine fundamental constitutional
principles; the organization of government at the federal, state, and
local level; the rights and responsibilities of citizenship; the policy-
making process; political parties and elections; comparative
government and foreign policy; and the American economic system.

In the Honors level course, students write and think critically in order
to obtain a deeper understanding government and economics.

AP UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Course Number: SS4300
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 12

Credit: Yz credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

This rigorous Advanced Placement course focuses on the various
institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute United States
politics. Students will gain an analytical perspective on government
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and politics in the United States both by studying the general concepts
used to interpret U. S. politics and by analyzing specific examples.

Students will learn how to analyze and interpret basic data relevant to
U. S. government and politics and will write extensively to perfect their
essay writing and critical thinking skills.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’'s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

This course will satisfy the US Government credit requirement for the
diploma.

Dual enroliment college credit may be offered for this course at some
school sites. Check with your counselor for availability.

AP COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT

Course Number: SS4310
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 12

Credit: 2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

This is a rigorous Advanced Placement course designed to introduce
students to the fundamental concepts used by political scientists to
study the processes and outcomes of politics in a variety of country

settings. Students will write extensively to perfect their writing and
thinking skills.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’'s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the test
may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.

This is an elective course.

INTRODUCTORY PSYCHOLOGY

Course Number: SS5100
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: 2 credit per semester

Introductory Psychology is a beginning study of the subject of
psychology. Some of the topics studied are principles of learning,
types of personality, understanding human behavior, patterns of
behavior, emotional and behavioral adjustments, group influences, and
psychology and society.

This is an elective course.

AP PSYCHOLOGY

Course Number: SS5300
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 11,12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit)

This is a rigorous Advanced Placement course designed to introduce
students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and
mental processes of human beings and animals. Students are
exposed to psychological facts, principles, and phenomena
associated with each of the major subfields of psychology. They
also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their
science and practice.

Students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the
test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in college.
This is an elective course.

SOCIOLOGY

Course Number: SS5400
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Y2 credit per semester

Sociology is the study of human relationships. Topics include the
family, social groups, minorities, propaganda, education, and rural and
urban problems.

This is an elective course.

PSYCHOLOGY IN FILM

Course Number: SS5009
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: ' credit
OFFERED ONLY AT WARWICK HS

This course presents a study of the major topics of psychology using
the medium of film. Students will study concepts and then see a
demonstration of these concepts in modern film. Students will do
research, write critiques, and do project presentations.

This is an elective course.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Course Number: SS5619
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Y credit

International Relations is a one-semester course that includes the
study of the nation, state, and international law. Areas studied include
are Europe, China, The Far East, The Middle East, Africa, Latin
America. Students also study the United Nations—its history and
development, structure, and problems.

This is an elective course.
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HONORS AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY

Course Number: SS5629
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Yz credit (+0.5 weighted credit)

This course will provide students with the opportunity to gain insight
into the complexities of American foreign policy, the roles of various
groups in formulating policy, and the major developments in American
foreign policy from the end of World War |l to the present.

This is an elective course.

PRACTICAL LAW

Course Number: SS5639
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 10-12

Credit: Yz credit (may be repeated)

Practical Law is designed to provide students with a basic knowledge
of the law as it applies to them as citizens of the United States and
the commonwealth of Virginia. Utilization of case studies and
community resources is emphasized.

This is an elective course.

A MULTICULTURAL WORLD

Course Number: SS5659
Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: Y credit

This course explores the diversity of the American people. Students
will study cultural groups, identify ancestral roots, learn about American
immigration, study minority group experiences, investigate prejudice,
and unite in a celebration of differences and similarities.

This is an elective course.

WORLD LANGUAGE

World Language courses are delivered in a specified
sequence of study. The first year has no prerequisite. Each
succeeding year, however, is dependent upon the previous
year’s learning. No two courses in the sequence may be
taken concurrently.

INTRODUCTION TO WORLD LANGUAGES

Course Number:

6" —WL6409 7" —WL7409
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 6,7

This course will provide students with an introduction to French,
German, and Spanish languages and related cultures, and may be
offered as a one quarter, one semester, or full year course.

SPANISH IA AND 1B

Course Number:

IA —-—WL7010 1B —WL8020

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 7,8
Credit: V2 credit per year

Successful completion of both Spanish IA in 7" grade and Spanish 1B
in 8" grade is the equivalent of Spanish | taken as a one-year course in
8" grade or high school. A sequence of five years of Spanish courses
is available. The emphasis in these courses is on the development of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language.
Students also gain an understanding of various Spanish-speaking
cultures.

FRENCH IA AND IB

Course Number:

IA-WL7110 IB —WL8120

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 7,8
Credit: V2 credit per year

Successful completion of both French IA in 7" grade and French IB in
8" grade is the equivalent of French | taken as a one-year course in 8"
grade or high school. A sequence of five years of French courses is
available. The emphasis in these courses is on the development of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language.
The courses also offer students a basis for a better understanding of
the French-speaking world.
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GERMAN IA AND IB
Course Number:
IA —WL7210 IB — WL8220
Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 7,8

Credit: 'z credit per year

Successful completion of both German IA in 7" grade and German IB
in 8" grade is the equivalent of German | taken as a one-year course in
8" grade or high school. A sequence of five years of German courses
is available. The emphasis in these courses is on the development of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language.
The courses also provide students with an understanding of the culture
of German-speaking countries.

SPANISH |

Course Number:

| — WL8000

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 8

Credit: "2 credit per semester

Spanish | in the 8" grade is equivalent to Spanish | at the high school.
A sequence of five years of Spanish courses is available. The
emphasis in these courses is on the development of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language. Students
also gain an understanding of various Spanish-speaking cultures.

FRENCH I

Course Number:

| — WL8100

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 8

Credit: " credit per semester

French | in the 8" grade is equivalent to French | at the high school. A
sequence of five years of French courses is available. The emphasis
in these courses is on the development of listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills in the target language. The courses also offer
students a basis for a better understanding of the French-speaking
world.

GERMAN |

Course Number:

| —WL8200

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 8

Credit: "2 credit per semester

German | in the 8" grade is equivalent to German | at the high school.
A sequence of five years of German courses is available. The
emphasis in these courses is on the development of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language. The
courses also provide students with an understanding of the culture of
German-speaking countries.

SPANISH I, 11, Ill, IV, AND AP

Course Number:
|-=WL0100 Il —WL0200
AP —WL0500

IlI-WL0300 IV —-WL0400

Prerequisites: None

Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for [V and +1.0
weighted credit for AP)

A sequence of five years of Spanish courses is available. The
emphasis in these courses is on the development of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language. Students
also gain an understanding of various Spanish-speaking cultures.

Separate sections of Spanish for native speakers may be available.

AP Spanish students prepare for and take the College Board’s
Advanced Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable
score on the test may receive college credit and/or advanced
standing in college.

FRENCH I, I, 1ll, IV, AND AP

Course Number:
| —WL1100 I —WL1200
AP —WL1500

I-wL1300 IV —-WL1400

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: Yz credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for IV and +1.0
weighted credit for AP)

A sequence of five years of French courses is available. The
emphasis in these courses is on the development of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language. The
courses also offer students a basis for a better understanding of the
French-speaking world.

AP French students prepare for and take the College Board’s
Advanced Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score
on the test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in
college.

GERMAN I, 11, 1ll, IV, AND AP

Course Number:
| —WL2100 I —WL2200
AP —WL2500

I-wWL2300 IV —-WL2400

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12

Credit: V2 credit per semester (+0.5 weighted credit for [V and +1.0
weighted credit for AP)

A sequence of five years of German courses is available. The
emphasis in these courses is on the development of listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills in the target language. The
courses also provide students with an understanding of the culture of
German-speaking countries.
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AP German students prepare for and take the College Board’s
Advanced Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score
on the test may receive college credit and/or advanced standing in
college.

LATIN I, 11, lll, AND AP

Course Number:

I-WL3100 11-WL3200 Ill-WL3300 AP —-WL3500

Prerequisites: None
Grade Level: 9-12
Credit: Yz credit per semester (+1.0 weighted credit for AP)

OFFERED ONLY AT MENCHVILLE HS

A sequence of four years of Latin courses is available. The beginning
courses emphasize the fundamental principles of the language.
Students are provided a working knowledge of the facts and
terminology of both English and Latin. The student develops the ability
to read and comprehend Latin. The works of Latin authors are read
and, in the fourth year, the student is introduced to the poetry and
prose of Virgil and Cicero.

AP Latin students prepare for and take the College Board’s Advanced
Placement Test and those who receive an acceptable score on the te